










PLAYBOY ’ S 


GREATEST COVERS 



For nearly 60 years, 
Playboy Magazine has 
made a splash with its 
mind-blowing covers. 
Now, for the first time, 
there is a book dedicated 
to this American icon. 


Featuring hundreds of 
color photographs and 
behind-the-scenes outtakes 
from cover shoots. 

Foreword by Pamela Anderson, text by 
Damon Brown. Sterling Publishing. 

310 pages. 9" by 11." $35 ($42 in Canada). 

Go to amazon.com to order. 






Playboy and chill 



Relax. We got you, bro. We wouldn't want you to miss out on 
another issue of your favorite men's magazine so we've gone digital. 
Now, you've got something to keep yourself occupied while your girl 
spends some time with her girls. Chill, you’ve got this. 



PLAYBOY PHILIPPINES is now on 



V PLAYBOYSHOP.com 


Exclusively from Playboy. Shop now. 
























26 I INTERNATIONAL WOMAN 

YEVGENIYA PECHLANER 


Yevgeniya Pechlaner is a woman of many 
talents, and one of them happens to be 
the ability to keep your eyes glued to her 
every move. 








FEATURES 

40 I Kinky Presents for Kris 
Kringle 

Kris Kringle need not be bland and 
boring. Sizzle up the holidays with 
a slew of kinky presents for your 
girlfriends or boyfriends, and for some 
couples that you care about. 


42 I Netflix and Cheer 

Christmas specials on TV are aplenty 
when the holidays come hurtling in. 
Here are 10 of the best programs on 
Netflix for all you Christmas couch 
potatoes. 


INTERVIEWS 

58 I Playboy Interview: 
Kevin Hart 

Funnyman Kevin Hart gamely shares 
his struggles as an upstart, his 
meteoric rise to stardom, and his 
peculiar relationship with his parents. 
We were blown by his candor. 


82 I 20 Questions: 

Miles Teller 

The Rabbit Hole star tells all 
regarding his various roles on the 
big screen, being a class clown 
during his younger years, and his 
love for video games. 


PICTORIALS 

46 I Playmate of the Month: 
Nicole Alicante 

Playmate Nicole Alicante likes to keep things 
simple. She will make you fall in love with her 
minus the complications. 


74 I Asian Beauty: 

Sabrina "Sav" Andrada 

For Asian Beauty Sabrina Andrada, there is a 
lot of pleasure in mental stimulation. She is 
the living proof that smart is the new sexy. 


86 I Pictorial Feature: 

Drawn Together 

As the great granddaughter of fabled novelist 
Ernest Hemingway, Langley Fox waves her 
pencil not to write books, but to weave tales 
out of her illustrations. We asked the svelte 
artisan to be the subject of an illustrated 
pictorial. 



I INTERVIEW 


KEVIN HART 
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I AM CURSED WITH HOLIDAY-RELATED 
LONELINESS AND DEPRESSION 


Q : The holiday season is the time 
when people partake in feasts 
and in the good old Christmas 
cheer. Everyone exchanges gifts 
and pleasantries and becomes a little bit 
nicer just so friends and relatives can feel 
grand during the most awaited time of the 
year. I am happy for those who are viewing 
Christmas this way. They are fortunate 
enough to have real friends, close-knit 
families, and lovers who would keep them 
warm, as the coldness of December tends 
to influence the emotions of those who are 
alone or feel alone. 

Every year, as Christmas time draws 
near, I often feel divergent. I have friends, 
but we're really not that close, so I don't 
have an excuse to badger them for silly 
exchanges and random conversations, 
especially at a time like Christmas when 
they're holed up with their loved ones 
or closest friends. I have my mom, but 
parental bonds are not enough to satisfy 
my youthful definition of bliss; besides 
these things end several minutes after the 
clock strikes 12. 

And then there's the void of being 
loveless. Watching couples from afar while 
sipping my coffee is rather entertaining, 
with lovers turning into mushy and needy 
puppies who crave affirmation and endless 
hours of cuddling. Jaded as I am, a part of 
me wants to engage in those pursuits and 
be corny every once in a while, and my 


cats can only do so much. As the popular 
Smiths song goes, “I am human and I need 
to be loved just like everybody else does.'' 
But it never happens. 

Is there a way for me to break out of 
the Christmas curse? Or am I doomed to 
be the saddest boy alive whenever the final 
weeks of December hurtle in? 

A : First of all, the reason why 
you are jaded every Christmas 
is you’ve chosen to become 
resigned to your situation, 
which is to be alone and feel alone even 
if you have company or carry the option 
to do so. Over time, the lofty expectations 
you’ve built up for the occasion were never 
met, thus leading to you isolating yourself 
to the world, including your loved ones. 

Of course, it’s lcinda cool to be jaded 
as it produces lonely fantasies and some 
of the most poetic lines you can come up 
with in your head, but at the end of the 
day, you are left with the heavy, syrupy 
feeling of regret in your chest, and that is 
anything but healthy. 

The situation presents three things 
to overcome if you are to break the curse: 
your relationship with your loved ones, 
your inability to find love, and the walls 
you’ve built around yourself. 

In the case of your mom and 
relatives, you shouldn’t impose them your 
individualistic definition of bliss. They 


present a different brand of satisfaction: 
the feeling of being nurtured and cared for, 
regardless if it’s “enjoyable.” These people 
produce more than enough warmth to tide 
you over the said Christmas curse; you just 
have to take it for what it is and lovingly 
accept it. 

Finding love is not simple, but if you 
keep yourself holed up in your sphere 
of gloom and overthinlcing, chances are 
you are denying yourself the likelihood 
to find a partner. Open up a little and 
be vulnerable. Like business, risks are 
involved in finding love, especially for 
men. You need not be fake or do things 
that completely offend your sense of 
justice. Find a healthy compromise and 
go for someone who you can connect with, 
possibly someone rational given your 
inclination to introspect. 

Lastly, your cynicism and fear of 
becoming vulnerable might be what’s 
hindering you from finding close friends. 
For all you know, they might just be 
waiting for you to come to them because 
they don’t know how to approach you. 
Send them a simple, “Hi, what’s up? Wanna 
hangout?” through social media or phone. 
Not all of them will say “yes” but there 
will be opportunities for conversations to 
build on. Before long, you will have a good 
company even before the holidays. 

Questions? Email advisor@playboy- 
philippines.com 
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The spirit of giving is upon us as we draw near the 25th 
of Decern her. This edition of Playground is entirely 
devoted to awesome gift ideas with a tinge of sleaze. 



V GADGETS 



Dash-i MicroSD Reader 

Talcing tons of photographs during Christmas is an old time tradition. 
Unfortunately, if you are stuck with an Apple mobile device, storing 
images comes as a problem. That was the case until the arrival of the 
Dash-i MicroSD Reader. Attach it to your iPhone or iPad, and then plug 
it in your SD card. You can, then, import and export files to and from 
your smart phone. Buy it as a gift to your photographer buddies. 

(P.W.) 


Lenovo Phab2 Pro 

The Lenovo Phab2 Pro has all the smart phone basics, such as a 
pair of cameras, the ability to download apps, and an advanced 
interface. However, not found in other smart phones is its cutting 
edge camera system that allows the device to generate virtual 
objects and environments that are blended in with the real world 
on the phone’s screen. Equipped with Google Tango, the Phab2 Pro 
allows you to see how a dainty piece of furniture would look in 
your home or navigate museums in your room, and that’s barely 
scratching the surface when it comes to its capabilities. 

(Paul Wenceslao) 


ASUS ZenBook 3 

Mobile devices are getting thinner and thinner, and laptop computers 
appear to have followed suit. The ASUS ZenBook 3 is currently the world’s 
thinnest laptop at 11.9 mm. Don’t let its size fool you; this laptop is a tiny 
powerhouse. Its processor is more powerful than the Apple MacBoolc’s, and 
it has a highly responsive touchpad to boot. In truth, the ZenBook 3 can be 
considered the Windows-operated answer to the MacBoolc. (P. W.) 


The Amazon Echo might have started the smart speaker game, but Google 
Home intends to finish the race. Unlike a conventional speaker, Google 
Home acts as a digital assistant, as you can order the device to play 
music, switch on the lights, check your flight status, give traffic updates 
and answer a boatload of questions through voice commands. The super 
speaker is connected to Google and its apps and effectively leverages 
big data, allowing it to learn more about its user and eventually acts in 
accordance with your preferences. (P. W.) 
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LIFESTYLE 





Polar M400 

With all the Christmas parties and feasts fast approaching, giving yourself or 
your buddies the gift of fitness is certainly a smart idea. The Polar M400 is one of 
the first things that come to mind. Not only does this sports watch display time, 
it also measures your heart rate, carries a slew of fitness plans and tests, leverages 
data to display the results of your workout, and counts the amount of calories 
you’ve burned. Even the laziest of couch potatoes would be motivated to peel 
their butts off their seats and give this gadget a spin just to try out its myriad of 
features. (P.W.) 





Nest Cam Outdoor 



The last thing you would not want this Christmas 
is for someone to act like Santa and slide down 
form your chimney while you are asleep, taking 
off with him all your Christmas presents, home 
appliances, and hard earned cash. The Nest Cam 
Outdoor security camera allows you to watch 
and perhaps catch burglars as they attempt to 
infiltrate your property. It is equipped with night 
vision, an 8x zoom lens, HD resolution, and lets 
you communicate with visitors. (P. W.) 


Tile Bluetooth Tracker 

Getting hammered in any of your upcoming Christmas parties is as expected as the pe¬ 
riod at the end of this sentence. Inebriated moments come with a torrent of misplaced 
items however, which makes Tile an awesome holiday present. The bluetooth-powered 
tag emits a loud sound if the missing item is within a 100-foot radius from where you 
are standing. You can attach it to your car keys, wallet or any small item of value. The 
nifty contraption can even make your smartphone ring if you happen to misplace it. 
(PW.) 
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V BOOKS 8 MUSIC 



The Underground 

Railroad 

Colson Whitehead 
Doubleday Books 

Author Colson Whitehead paints a 
grim image of pre-Civil War America 
marred by racism and slavery in 
his latest novel, The Underground 
Railroad. We see life through the eyes 
of Cora, a young slave working in a 
cotton plantation. At a tender age, she 
has experienced the brutality accorded 
to slaves and chastisement from her 
own people. Her tale is characterized 
by her unbending will to survive as she 
flees not just from her captors, but also 
from the evils of a largely racist society. 
(Paul Wenceslao) 
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FROM THE WORLD OF 

HARRY POTTER 


J.K. ROWLING 


Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to 

Find Them 

J.K. Rowling 

Little, Brown Book Group 

In JK Rowling’s magical universe, spells 
and oddities don’t always revolve around 
Harry Potter, though he still plays an 
indirect role in this book, with Fantastic 
Beasts being one of his textbooks in the 
canon. Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them is the esteemed author’s 
initial foray into screenwriting, packaged 
lovingly as a novel. A new cast of 
compelling characters as well as a slew of 
mysterious creatures will surely delight 
the millions of Potterheads worldwide. 
(P.W.) 


Autotelic 

“Papunta Pabalik” 

Coining the genre “iyalc- 
sayaw” or dance-cry through 
their music, this Manila- 
based dance pop sextet 
offers an upbeat yet wistful 
10-traclc album reflecting on 
the ups and downs of finding 
yourself while falling in and 
out of love. Taking cues from 
personal experiences, playful 
lyrics roll off of frontman 
Josh Villena’s tongue and 
melodically prances to 
underlying 80s-inspired drum beats and synths. Anticipated for being the 
band’s debut major release after four years of being independent, the album 
compiles unreleased and previously released re-recorded songs, such as 
“Gising” and their first written song “Misteryoso”. (Celene Sakuraku) 
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The 

Weeknd 

“Starboy” 


Canadian crooner Abel 
Tesfaye sheds more 
than his signature 
Basquiat-do in his 
latest album. Donning 
a new style and attitude, 
this “aggressive but 
still sexy” follow up 

to last year’s Grammy _ 

winning Beauty 
Behind the Madness, 

marks a “new era” for the reborn artist. Drawing inspiration from musicians 
like David Bowie, Prince, The Smiths, Bad Brains and Talking Heads, the 
Toronto-native’s seductive falsetto reigns in songs such as “False Alarm” and 
“Starboy.” It’s evident he’s embraced his acclaimed title as a pop star as he 
calls on collaborators like the helmeted-electronic French duo Daft Punk. 
(C.S.) 
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Superficial: More 
Adventures from 
the Andy Cohen 

Diaries 

Andy Cohen 

Henry Holt and Company 

Apparently, life as a host, author, and 
TV producer often takes a turn for the 
wacky if you own the mind of Andy 
Cohen. In Superficial, he shares his 
escapades behind the camera, away 
from the camera, his brief time in jail, 
and his uncanny ability to dish out 
abrasive brain farts, which has offended 
celebrities. Cohen excels in mixing a 
fine blend of storytelling, dry humor, 
and outrageous commentaries.^. W.) 


Grows 

“Go! Glow! Grows!” 

Decade-old Manila rock 
outfit, Peryodilco lands 
strong with their first 
ever crowd-funded album 
—their third record 
since their self-titled 
debut album in 2009. 

Aiming to give back to 
the community that has 
allowed them to stay 
independent for 10 years 
and counting, the quartet 
took matters to their own 
hands by setting up an Artiste Connect account and started recording 
the fan-dedicated album in January. Stating Oh, Flamingo!, Twin 
Lobster, Reese Lansangan and Tom’s Story as some of their musical 
influences for the album, lead singer Vin Dancel sings about the 
complexity of human relationships. (F.C.) 
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GAMES 




Final Fantasy XV 

Square Enix 

Platforms: PlayStation 4, Xbox One 


Grand storylines, compelling characters, and awe-inspiring graphics are 
just some of the things that define a Final Fantasy game, and Square Enix 
continues the trend with its latest RPG installment in Final Fantasy XV. 
The game sports a new battle system, a dark theme, and expansive open 
world environments that resemble actual places in real life. Based on 
the playable demo released, the visuals are stunning and lifelike and the 
turn-based battles have been traded for an active system reminiscent 
of the one applied by Kingdom Hearts. It took Square almost a decade 
to develop this game, which is why RPG fans know that they are in for 
something special. (Paul Wenceslao) 



One, PC 

People have this notion that hackers are non- 
athletic fellows who have nothing better to do 
than creating chaos online while munching on 
a heap of Cheetos. Watch Dogs 2 scoffs at this 
impression as it lets the players control Marcus 
Holloway, a deadly hacker who can shoot enemies 
like a seasoned soldier and weave through 
obstacles like a parlcour instructor. The graphics 
are crisp while the gameplay offers a good mix 
of stealth and armed combat. Players should 
carefully assess the environment and discreetly 
apply the right set of actions for Holloway to 
survive. Watch Dogs 2 offers a ton of action and a 
bundle of tense moments, which should appeal to 
fans of Metal Gear and Mafia. (P. W.) 



The Last 

Guardian 

gen DESIGN and SIE Japan 
Studio 

Platform: PlayStation 4 

For the past decade, fans of the game Shadow 
of the Colossus have been patiently waiting for 
its next installment. After suffering a series of 
delays, The Last Guardian is finally here and it 
looks impressive. The gameplay is reminiscent of 
Shadow of the Colossus’ mix of action, adventure, 
and puzzle solving. However, instead of defeating 
every colossal beast encountered, you will need 
the help of your humongous pet to get through 
the in-game challenges. Think of it as a mashup 
between The Neverending Story and Shadow of 
the Colossus, set in a massive world punctuated 
by breathtaking graphics and an eerie feel. 

(P.W.) 





Pokemon Sun 

and Moon 

Gamefreak 

Platforms: Nintendo 3ds 


Hot on the heels of Pokemon Go’s success comes 
another Pokemon game that looks to yet again 
endear hordes of gamers and anime fans alike. 
Developed for the Nintendo 3DS, Pokemon Sun 
and Moon gives players access to a variety of 
realms where they can catch and train monsters. 
They can battle other players and take on an 
assortment of challenges called Island Challenges, 
which have replaced gyms. The RPG presents new 
creatures, impressive evolutions, and powerful 
abilities called Z-Moves. All told, Pokemon Sun 
and Moon unveils a series of cool features that 
add a lot of excitement to an old formula. After 
all, we can never get tired of catching them all. 
(P.W.) 
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V GROOMING 


Clinique 
Exfoliating Tonic 



For the upcoming Noche 
Buena, you would want 
all the oil to be on your 
plate and not on your 
face. You can keep it that 
way by applying Clinique 
Exfoliating Tonic on your 
face after washing. The 
cleansing solution unclogs 
the pores, removes facial 
oil and unsightly flakes, 
and smoothens the skin. 
For even more desirable 
results, you can apply 
moisturizer right after 
using the tonic. Looking 
good is as easy as a few 
swipes. (Paul Wenceslao) 



exfoliating 

tonic 


lotion 


exfoliante 


anti-brillance 




The Bearded 
Gent Beard Oi 


Beards have been in 
fashion for the past couple 
of years. However, given 
today's standards, sporting 
a frizzy haystack on your 
chin will not cut it. The 
Bearded Gent's Beard Oil 
softens and conditions the 
strands, allowing you to 
style your beard and keep 
it tidy. Furthermore, the 
oil fosters thicker beard 
growth for that ruggedly 
handsome look. Through 
constant use, you could 
ham it up like King 
Leonidas this Christmas. 
(P.W) 



1 

Gillette Fusion Proglide 
Flexball 

Beards may be in style, but a lot of 
people still prefer the clean shaven 
look, especially if you're slated to 
attend a barrage of family reunions 
for the holidays. The Gillette 
Fusion Proglide Flexball certainly 
does the job with its sophisticated 
trimmer and five auxiliary blades, 
which are built to cut the tiniest 
stubbles. Rigged with Flexball 
Technology, you can maneuver the 
razor through your face's various 
contours with ease and precision. 
All in all, this razor provides a 
delightful shaving experience. 

(P.W) 


Man Pomade 


A man's hair is divine. If well-styled, no one is permitted to touch 
it: not your friends, certainly not your parents, not even the special 
lady you've been stalking on the internet for the past few weeks. This 
Christmas you can look your best if you apply any of Man Pomade's 
hair products. The brand offers four different pomade variants, each 
with a distinct grip and finish on your locks, allowing you to style your 
hair in whichever way you prefer. Moreover, each pomade type has its 
own refreshing scent. Your hair will look good and smell good during 
the holidays. (P. W) 
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STYLE 



Black Leather Oxfords by Pedro 
Del Hierro 

During holidays, you will be seeing yourself doing 
mano to the old folks and parrying awkward 
questions in your family reunions, or putting on 
a favorable impression with your main squeeze’s 
family at the dinner table. Whatever the situation 
is, it always puts up on the timeless charm of classic. 
We recommend wearing Pedro del Hierro’s black 
leather oxfords. It’s the perfect touch of style and 
sophistication that you’ve been saving, or saving that 
step up to a simple shirt-tie-vest-pants ensemble. Will 
these work just as well on a simple polo and khaki 
pants? They could, just don’t cringe when your girl’s 
little brother pounces on your shoes for a binyag. 
These shoes could cost you around less than half of 
your ldnsenas, but if you take good care of them, 
these’ll last for a good number of years. ( Jonette 
Valenciano) 




Brathwait Classic Slim Wrist Watch 

It’s the end of 2016. Fads that came with the start of the 
year might have already faded, but neutral tones will 
certainly stick around. The Brathwait Classic Slim Wrist 
Watch is one of the first things that come to mind. Its 
pronounced face is embellished with reflection-resistant, 
dome sapphire glass and a neatly polished bezel. This 
watch is also water-resistant, up to 100 meters underwater. 
And the brown calf leather strap has the appeal of a 
timeless classic. You can’t go wrong with this. (J.V.) 


WOLFE+HUNTR Leather Suspenders 

Don’t scoff; these are not your grandad’s suspenders. WOLFE+HUNTR makes classic men’s 
suspenders with a rather unique and playful nod in the details. After all, they’re “clean 
and classic - with just the right amount of wild.” Their classic suspenders are made of pure 
leather in brown or black, and look good enough to wear on a shirt - or without. Feeling 
edgier? Their custom harnesses and holsters can make you feel like a total stud and bring 
out your inner Indiana Jones. They’re not all just for show, though - photographers, for 
instance, will appreciate the sturdy make of the straps, allowing them to tote around their 
bulky DSLRs without much trouble. (J.V.) 
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Apple and Pecan Salad 

Start off your feast with a salad that celebrates some of the holidays’ most 
distinct flavors. The combination of apples, pecans, and cabbage gives 
this dish a really good crunch, while the garlic honey vinaigrette balances 
everything out. 


Ingredients 
3 tbsp olive oil 
2 garlic cloves, chopped 
60 ml Apple Cider Vinegar 
1 tbsp honey 


Directions 

salt and pepper to taste 1. Heat the olive oil on medium. Add the garlic, then cook until slightly browned. 

4 cups red cabbage, shredded 2. Add the vinegar and honey. Whisk until blended well, then bring to a simmer. 

2 pcs Fuji apples, thinly sliced 3. Add salt and pepper to taste. Set dressing aside. 

1/2 cup pecans 4. Put the cabbage, apple slices, and pecans together in a bowl. Pour in the dressing, then 


toss. 




FOOD 




Christmas Ham Carbonara 

Real carbonara is made without cream - and it’s also a lot easier to make 
than the Filipinized version. Substituting the usual bacon with some left¬ 
over Christmas ham gives it a touch of sweetness. 


Ingredients 

250 g fettuccine 
150 g Christmas ham 
2 tsp rosemary leaves 
salt and pepper to taste 

2 tbsp butter 

3 pcs eggs (medium or large) 
grated parmesan cheese (to taste) 


Directions 

1. Start cooking the noodles according to 
the instructions on the package. 

2. While the noodles are cooking, melt 
a pat of butter on a frying pan over 
medium heat. Add the Christmas ham, 
rosemary, salt, and pepper, and cook 
until fragrant. 

3. When the noodles are done cooking, 
immediately drain them and toss into 
a bowl. Add the butter, eggs, and cheese 
while the noodles are still hot. Quickly 
stir everything until a smooth sauce 
coats the noodles. 

4. Add the ham and toss again. 

5. Serve immediately. 







Mulled Wine with Cranberry Juice 

What’s a holiday without some booze? The cooler weather is a perfect 
excuse to sip on some mulled wine. Get a little extra Christmas spirit in 
you with this simple recipe: 


Ingredients 

350 ml Cranberry Cocktail 
1/2 cup sugar 
2 sticks cinnamon 
2 pcs star anise 
700 ml Merlot 
1 pc medium orange, sliced 


Directions 

1. Mix the juice, sugar, cin¬ 
namon, and star anise together 
in a single saucepan. Bring to a 
boil, then simmer over low heat 
for about 15 minutes. 

2. Remove the juice mixture 
from the heat. Add the wine 
and orange slices, then cover the 
saucepan. Bring everything back 
to a simmer. 

3. Pour into a mug and enjoy 
warm. 
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DRINKS 



Everybody hands out presents during the holiday season. However, when it comes to your significant other or special someone, not just any 
gift would do. You would want to melt your partners heart, captivate their palate, and perhaps warm things up a little given the particularly 
cool atmosphere of Christmas. Wine enters the picture with its sensuous blends, sleek packaging, and remarkable affinity together with the 
chocolates. Simply put, there are vinos that are primed for the occasion. 
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2010 Mas 
Martinet Priorat 
Menut 

We all need a little warmth 
during the cold Christmas 
season. The 2010 Mas 
Martinet Priorat Menut 
brings exactly that and 
more. This fiery red comes 
with robust tannins and 
a long finish, coupled by 
bold notes of chocolate and 
spice. It is best paired with 
Christmas ham, beef dishes, 
roast pork, and the hushed 
tones of romantic chatter. 


by Paul Wenceslao 



. oHKfenu . 

wvK'iisfcet'U# 


I’RORSHl' 

2010 



2010 Chateau La 
Vieille Cure 

This list wouldn’t be 
complete without a 
Bordeaux, and the 2010 
Chateau La Vieille Cure 
comes as a splendid choice. 
Highly rated by critics and 
wine enthusiasts alike, this 
vintage is characterized by 
the freshness of berries, the 
pronounced impression 
of dark chocolate, and the 
sugary bite of licorice. The 
sweetness of this wine can 
set an equally sweet tone 
between you and your lover. 
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2012 

M. Chapoutier 
Banyuls Vin Doux 
Naturel 

Sweet nothings are best 
paired with Christmas 
chocolate, which in turn, 
go perfectly well with 
the 2012 M. Chapoutier 
Banyuls Vin Coux Naturel. 
The Grenache-based tipple 
is characterized by notes 
of plum, blueberry, prunes, 
jam, and cooked fruits. 
Punctuated by a lengthily 
smooth finish, you have 
ample time to savor a piece 
of chocolate shortly after 
a sip, with their flavors 
creating a symphony on the 
palate. 
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2011 Frescobaldi 

Casticjlioni 

Chianti 

Italy is a portal to the old 
world, with many of its 
historical sites and artifacts 
still intact. Remarkably, 
the same can be said for its 
wine. Contemporary Italian 
vintners have preserved 
their image as reputable 
wine producers, and the 
2011 Frescobaldi Castiglioni 
Chianti comes at the 
forefront. Its blood red body 
pairs up well with romantic 
Christmas dinners, while its 
mulberry and currant notes 
are ideal matches for ham, 
sausages, and cheese. Upon 
purchasing this vintage, you 
might as well bring out a 
scented candle and put on 
some jazzy Christmas tunes 
for dinner. 
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2006 Tommaso 
Bussola Amarone 
della Valpolicella 
Classico 

The proclamation of love 
is bold and beautiful, much 
like this rather intense 
vintage. Produced in Italy’s 
Veneto region, the 2006 
Tommaso Bussola Amarone 
della Valpolicella Classico 
hits hard with its punchy 
cherry, chocolate, prune, 
raspberry, and raisin notes. 
On the nose, it captivates 
with its cocoa and cherry 
aromatics. Furthermore, the 
vino packs a lot of heat given 
its 17% alcohol content. 
Pairing it with romantic 
banter and the good old 
Christmas cheer could very 
well end with something 
more appropriate for a 
steamy Valentine’s night. 
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THE NEWEST 
IEEP DOES OLD 
JUST RIGHT 

The Last of the Great Jeep Wranglers wears 
its military heritage on its sleeve 

Photography by CHantal Anderson 


There are very few contemproary vehichles to 
which the term timelessly cool can be applied, but 
the 2016 Jeep Wrangler 75th anniversary edition 
is one of them. Sute, purists will point out that 
the civilian Jeep first manufactured in 1945 was 
the CJ-2A, not the Wrangler, which was launched 
in 1986. but however you slice it and whatever 
you call it, stripped-down simplicity, is a direct 
descendant of the legendary CJ, and if sstill most 
bang-for-you-buck badass utilitarian vehicle you 
can get, Think we’re being overdramatic? Name 
another ride with the same kind of history that 
you can buy for about $24,000 (base model) and 
that holds its own both in rural Texas and on Ro¬ 
deo Drive. 

the fact that the jeep (originally called the Wil- 
lys MB) began as a basic mode of transporation 
for U.S. troops in W orld W ar II is the foundation 
of its decades-long cred. The association isn’t just 
historical: In 2006, Wrangler production moved 
to the same Toledo, Ohio plant that assembled the 
military Jeeps. 

Under the hood, the specialty Jeep is equipped 
with the same 3.6-liter V6 engine found in other 
Wranglers, and it puts out a hearty 285 horsepower 
and 260 pind-feet od torque. For the most part, its 
performace features are the same as on standard 
model, aside from some Extra off-road equipment. 

But most people aren’t going to challenge the 
beefy four-by-four’s capablilities. It’s on the Aes¬ 
thetic front that this special edition shines: the 
most arresting elements can be found in such 
details as the low-gloss bronce accents and com¬ 
memorative badging, especially when paired on a 
“sarge” green model—just one of six color options 
for the limited-edition Wrangler. These custom¬ 
ization push the starting price well past the entry 
level, to $34,675 (as listed for the two-door model). 
But considering the 2016 Wrangler is one of the 
last models to be built on Jeep’s popular JK plat¬ 
form, which will end its decade-long run in 2017, 
you can justify the expenditure as an investment 
in a collectible. And with jeep’s rich backstory and 
outstanding performance, no one will challenge 
your thinking . —Marcus Amick 
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ART 



Mono: Stripped 
of Hues, But Not 
Devoid of Spirit 



Photographs and everyday scenarios are 
typically viewed with color, as people 
relegate things and events that catch 
their fancy into the realm of memory. 
For Erin Noir, the lack of color adds an air 
of mystery, which is hugely underscored 
in her photographs. Solitude is a 
recurring theme in her works, with her 
viewfinder often depicting haunting 
imagery, Japanese culture, a sliver of 
seduction, and rich textures. “My work 
presents the neutrality of colors and 
the encouragement to process everyday 
scenarios with a more personalized 
shade,” exclaimed the photographer 
and gallery manager of Vetro. Despite 
presenting all of her images in black 
and white, she never fails to convey a 
compelling tale to the viewer; in fact, 
she aims to coerce viewers to find beauty 
in normal things under a diaristic 
perspective. “I intend to shed light in 
seemingly morose scenes in the way 
films are developed in dark rooms," 
she explained. Not surprisingly, Erin’s 
photographs have been featured in 
countries like Japan, Singapore, and 
Italy. (Paul Wenceslao) 
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IS THE CHRISTMAS 
SPIRIT STILL ALIVE? 

by FRANCIS CABAL 


G rowing up, Christmas 

has always been a special 
holiday for me. It’s 
the only time of the 
year when all my relatives used 
to gather at our place, exchanging 
both presents and stories. It always 
fascinates me how Christmas 
constantly brings the air of 
nostalgia. Must be the Christmas 
lights, the appetizing dishes or the 
good company. However, as I grow 
older, I found myself getting more 
and more jaded that somehow, 
this holiday has kind of lost its 
meaning and neither because I 
found out that Santa Claus wasn’t 
real. To my parents’ credit, they 
never lied to me that Santa Claus 
ever existed. I kind of figured that 
one out. But still, Christmas time at 
the Cabal residence were still one 
of my fondest memories growing 
up. Nevertheless, life gets in the 
way. Relatives have passed on, and 
eventually, the family gatherings 
have grown lesser. This year we 
even opt out of putting Christmas 
decorations around the house. But 
then I thought, Noche Buena is a 
bit comprising for myself and my 
family whenever we prepare the 
traditional spaghetti, barbecue and 
ham altogether on that Christmas 


table. No matter how everything has 
changed, we still cling to tradition 
by a thread and I always find myself 
wondering why. Statistically saying, 
a huge number of families in the 
Philippines are Catholic believers. 
Strip away all the fanfare and 
capitalist sentiments, Christmas is 
still a Catholic holiday. And being 
a country bound by tradition, 
Christmas is still meant to be 
celebrated. We’ve been doing this 
for years, so why stop now? Which 
begs the question, “What the hell 
is the proverbial Christmas Spirit?” 
Is it giving presents? Is it having a 
good meal with the ones we love? 

It could be all that I mentioned 
and a few that were left unsaid. 

The “Christmas Spirit” is whatever 
you want it to be. I know it sounds 
like a copout, but everything I 
mentioned earlier is what people 
are actually referring to when they 
talk about “Christmas Spirit.” It’s 
an amorphous thing comprised of 
everyone’s childhood memories 
and topped up with a dash of 
religious belief; something that we 
truly believed in as children. But 
with saddening reality, it is also 
something that we take for granted 
as we grow older. 

It also can’t be helped that 


growing up means becoming 
more cynical too. Suddenly the 
festive hustle and bustle of the 
city, characterized by hordes of 
Christmas shoppers and busy roads, 
turn into annoyances; buying 
dozens of Christmas presents and 
falling in line become a chore; and 
then you realize that holiday season 
is actually one of the most stressful 
times of the year. 

But looking at a child as the 
clock strikes 12 - on Christmas Eve 
- all of that seems to be pointless 
in hindsight. They say “Christmas 
is for children,” and there is an 
underlying truth in that. There’s 
a reason why Christmas, as I 
mentioned earlier, is nostalgic. All 
of our best Christmases happened 
when we were children. And who 
knows, probably during our best 
Christmas memories, our parents 
were also cynical and jaded, and 
were only trying to do their best 
to make the whole affair enjoyable 
for us. Come to think of it. The 
whole routine is a cycle. We’ll 
do the same to our children, and 
they’ll eventually grow up and 
then their next generations will do 
the same again and again. Because 
there’s nothing more fulfilling than 
seeing their eyes lighting up while 
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THE THING ABOUT CTNICISM IS THAT 
YOU CAN’T BE CYNIC WITHOUT BEING 
HOPEFUL IN THE FIRST PLACE. AND NO 
MATTER HOW CYNICAL YOU BECOME, 
THERE WILL ALWAYS BE A SMALL, LIN¬ 
GERING RAY OF HOPE. 


opening their Christmas presents. If 
there is a point I’m trying to make, it’s 
“Christmas Spirit” is not dead and we 
most certainly did not lose it. It’s just 
on life support and we may have beaten 
it with cynicism-filled lead pipes (or 
candy canes, just to stick to the bear- 
with-me theme). But before you shout 
“Scrooge” and pray for the ghosts of 
Christmas’ past, present, and future to 
visit me, you should know that there 
is a silver lining to all of this.It’s fairly 
easy to resuscitate the “Christmas 
Spirit”. As corny as it sounds, all you 
have to do is spread a holiday cheer. 
Rise up and be your own Santa Claus. 

Go ahead and blast that Jose Mari Chan 
playlist! Go ahead and put up those 
Christmas lights even if you’re going to 
tear it down in a few weeks! Go ahead 
and spend thousands of bucks for that 
Christmas dinner that will last until the 
year ends! Nothing’s going to stop you. 
Christmas time is a way for all of us to 
find joy in the world. And considering 
the times we live in now; we definitely 
need it. 

The thing about cynicism is that 
you can’t be cynic without being 
hopeful in the first place. And no 
matter how cynical you become, there 
will always be a small, lingering ray 


of hope. And what’s a more fitting 
holiday for us all to remember hope 
than Christmas? Indeed the Christmas 
story is about hope. Yes, it’s about 
the birth of Jesus Christ. But it’s also 
about a family who never lost hope in 
whatever troubles came onto their ways 
- from fleeing to Bethlehem to finding 
a manger up to the unexpected arrival 
of the Three Kings (or Wise Men)... We 
all know the story. Never lose hope. 
Regardless of what one’s religious 
inclination is, you can also spread the 
holiday cheer by giving. You have no 
idea how you’ll make people happy by 
just paying it this season. Not only is 
it good for your karma, but you’ll also 
manage to make someone smile, and 
that’s probably the best Christmas gift 


you’ll ever receive. Give to the children, 
whether they’re your relatives or not. 
After all, “Christmas is for children.” 
Reward them with great memories and 
make this Christmas, a season that they 
will surely remember; the one that 
will live on in the children’s hearts 
for always, in all ways. Christmas may 
be a very consumerist holiday, but 
it’s a holiday that makes most people 
happy! And there’s nothing wrong 
with that. Even some of your worst 
Christmas memories carry the least 
single Christmas cheer, considering 
that people are generally nicer and 
friendlier at the aforementioned time 
of the year. And if you still don’t 
believe, well... No Christmas ham for 
youthen! 0 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMAN 



ALL 

ABOUT 

YE Y 


International Playmate Yevgeniya Pechlaner 
is a woman in every sense of the word. 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY OWEN REYES 


WORDS BY MARCO SUMAYAO 
SHOT ON LOCATION AT CITYSTATE ASTURIAS HOTEL 
8 BLUE PALAWAN. PUERTO PRINCESA 
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“I Iflge the whole lifestyle of Playboy 
- be ng sexy; doing photo shoots, 
travelling around the world, 
meeting many Ipnd people, it gives 
me the feeling that I can do many 
good things in life ” 


E xotic is a word we’ve come to associate 
with foreign, distant lands, and fascinating 
people. Exotic is the strikingly different, 
an allure shrouded in mystery. Exotic is 
sensual, an inherent boldness of character that 
excites and entices. 

In a single word, Yevgeniya Pechlaner is exotic. 
One look at her - with her caramel-kissed 
skin, sultry eyes, and captivating smile - is enough 
for anyone to dream of deciphering her mystique; 
to know the woman behind it all. Luckily, she has 
flown to us in a breeze just to pose for you, guys. And 
boy, she speaks fluently! 

The pages of Playboy Philippines are the ninth 
stop in Yev’s world tour. After posing in Portugal, 
Mexico and Germany among others, the Ukraine 
native graced the sunny shores of Palawan for our 
shoot, all in the span of two years. While many 
people would find it tiring to be traveling as much as 
she does, it’s what Yev lives for. 

“I like the whole lifestyle of Playboy - being 
sexy, doing photo shoots, travelling around the 
world, meeting many kind people. It gives me the 
feeling that I can do many good things in life,” she 
says. 

“Since I became a Playmate, I’ve been traveling 
a lot and meeting my wonderful Playboy family all 
over the world. I’ve met the gorgeous Playboy model 
Pamela Anderson, visited the legendary Playboy 
Mansion, and been honored to join the International 
Playboy Publisher Conference in Portugal. It really 
means a lot to me!” 


Traveling through nine countries in just two 
years is no joke, but Yev is more than equipped for 
the globetrotting lifestyle. She speaks four languages 
comfortably: Russian, Ukrainian, German, and 
English. If that wasn’t enough, she can also speak 
a little Czech, Italian, and Spanish - though she 
confesses she could use a little more practice. 

Outside of that, Yev’s also an avid artist, 
photographer, and interior designer, and she enjoys 
the occasional game of tennis or golf. Eventually, she 
hopes to found a charity organization for children 
and write an autobiography about the hopes of being 
an inspiration to women. 

With all these passions, it’s no wonder why an 
average 24-hour day feels like a couple of times 
longer for a woman who has many talents and 
interests. Balancing all of them with her sense of 
adventure is a doozy, but she wouldn’t trade it for 
anything in this world. 

It certainly helps that all of this ties in with her 
definition of sexy: 

“I think that a sexy woman has many talents: 
She can cook delicious food while looking like a 
goddess, she can dance and she knows how to move 
her body. She acts impressingly modest but still gets 
comfortable when naked.” 

Yev, obviously has got a handful of talents: 
cooks well, dances beautifully, acts womanly and 
being absolutely comfortable wearing nothing - take 
our word for it: she’s got those first four items down. 
So we guess, it’d be better to let you judge the fifth 
one then. O 
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“I TL UK THAT A SETT WOMAN HAS MANY 

talent:;: she can cook delicious food while 

LOOKING LIKE A GODDESS, SHE CAN E *' ICE AND 
SHE KNOV' i HOW TO MOVE HER BODY. SHE ACTS 
IMPRESSINGLY MODEST BUT STILL G r S 
COMFORTABLE WHEN NAKED. 
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KINKY 
PRESENTS 
FOR KRIS 
KRINGLE 


It's that special time of the year when we all get busy with our 
Christmas shopping, Christmas parties, and endless rounds of 
merrymaking. Part of this routine is the annual Kris Kringle where 
lots are drawn and presents are exchanged. You can kick up the fun 
factor by tossing in the kink factor in buying gifts. After all, hot and 
steamy affairs add much needed warmth to the cold Christmas air. 


by JONETTE VALENCIANO 
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So without further ado, here’s a fun list 
of kinky toys to give (or receive), whether 
you’re getting them for an officemate, a 
special friend, your partner, or for yourself. 
These babies go beyond furry handcuffs 
and naughty dice, so be ready to get some 
serious sexy happening. 

FOR HIM 

If you decide to give the gift of naughty 
either to a bro, your partner, or yourself, 
it always pays to remember that every 
dude views “the deed” differently. So, we’re 
here to offer two toys that add pleasure to 
applied pressure until the user gushes in 
sheer delight. 

First off, we’ve got the Tenga Flip 
Hole 1 . Tenga has become one of the go¬ 
to brands for self-pleasure sleeves that 
are compact, and dare we say, cute. The 
Flip Hole opens up pretty much like a 
flip phone, and reveals a Thermoplastic 
Elastomer landscape of bumps, ridges, and 
cushions. Trust us, it’s like a tiny version 
of Luke Slcywallcer’s Trench Run, only for 
your willy. 

Once your “Solid Snake” is encased 
in the Flip Hole’s snug and cushy interior, 
the three buttons outside allow you to put 
pressure on any area you want to make it 
work for you. It’s easy to clean and easy to 
dry, and easy to take anywhere with you. 
And we do mean anywhere. 

If you want a toy that’s packed with 
even more intensity and a tinge of fine 
European architecture, may we recommend 
the Tenga Spiral 2 ? Stored inside out in a 
clear acrylic case, it actually looks like an 
architectural marvel that practically hides 
in plain sight on your bedside console, 
work desk, or even living room mantle. 

Flip it inside out, and it turns into a snug 
sleeve with a ribbed spiral center. It might 


look pudgy and a little too short on the 
outside, but it’s what on the inside counts. 
And given its appearance, there’s no shame 
in wanking off with pinkies raised. 

In addition, the Spiral’s small size 
creates a tight seal on your sensation- 
filled sausage, giving it a glorious vacuum 
sensation. We reckon, it feels like getting 
your thing blown...out of proportion. 
Granted, this baby may come at a pretty 
price and is only good for 50 uses, but 
trust on this one - it’s one of the best sexy 
investments you’ll ever make for your 
junk. 

FOR HER 

Saying “I love you” can also mean “I want 
you to enjoy yourself even if I’m not 
around.” If your lady is the type who likes 
her clitoral stimulation together with her 
penetration, The Ina2 by LELO 3 is the 
rabbit wand of choice for her. Its sleek 
design and smooth silicon exterior is what 
every huge vibrator aspires to be. The toy 
is designed to press on her G-spot, and the 
controls allow the user to make the stems 
vibrate together, or independently from 
each other. You can even take it into the 
bath for some quality me-time - much 
better with some scented candles and your 
favorite slow jams. 

If your lady wants something more 
intense and precise, how about the 
Jimmyjane Form 2 4 ? The Form 2 is a 
dual-pronged squeezy toy that doubles 
the pleasure offered by average vibrators. 
Appearing like an inverted molar, this 
little cordless sweetheart packs quite the 
punch. Users can pick from five levels 
of intensity and four modes of vibration 
rhythm. Its design makes its vibrations 
very direct and precise; while some 
ladies may find it too intense, taking it 


underwater in a tub can be provide a buffer 
for those who don’t want it rough. Yes, this 
toy is waterproof. 

FOR COUPLES 

Adventurous experimental couples would 
certainly get a kick, and perhaps a surplus 
of shakes and shivers, with the We-Vibe 5 
toy. It comes as a tiny plastic C-string, 
which can elevate the art of lovemaking to 
a whole new level. One tiny end slips into 
her vulva while the other curves around 
to hug her clitoris. It makes for hands-free 
clitoral stimulation, which means your 
voyaging fingers are free to roam the most 
pleasurable lady parts. 

Furthermore, the We-Vibe provides 
enough space for you to enter her, and 
applies some gentle pressure inside. The 
controls give you four levels of intensity, 
so feel free to switch it up to keep things 
exciting. 

Butt Wait, There’s More 

Are you looking for something more 
adventurous? Do you dare to go where 
most men have never gone before? If you 
want to try getting your sexy on with some 
booty, the Njoy Pure Plug 6 is the high-end 
choice for your rear end. 

The butt plug is made of stainless 
medical-grade steel, is non-porous, and we 
daresay, a sight for sore eyes. The sleek, 
tapered design makes for comfortable 
insertion and retention, and the weight 
puts some delicious pressure on your 
prostate. We recommend using lube for a 
smoother fit. Once you’re all set, get ready 
for some heated lovemaking as you scorch 
your way through the climax... of the 
holiday season. 
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lO FILMS AND TV SHOWS TO 
WATCH ON NETFLIX DURING 

THE HOLIDAYS 


Christmas is fast approaching and based on experience, one of the best parts of the holidays 
is having movie and TV show marathons while inebriated. With Netflix now available on local 
shores, this activity is made even more interesting especially with the streaming service's vast 
catalogue. So, we decided to fashion a list for all you Christmas couch potatoes. 

Mind you, the Yuletide season can get a little too cold for comfort, thus inviting a significant 
other or a cuddle partner to “Netflix and chill" is certainly a good idea. Now that we've got that 
out of the way, here are 70 shows you can watch on Netflix this holiday season. 


by FRANCIS CABAL 





1. A VERY MURRAY 
CHRISTMAS 

Let’s face it, nobody hates Bill Murray. 

And this Sofia Coppola-directed Christmas 
Special is a proof of that. It’s a throwback 
to the Christmas Specials of yore that 
Hollywood used to dish out, but with that 
special Billy Murray touch. Oh, and it also 
features an all-star cast that includes George 
Clooney, Miley Cyrus, Chris Rock, Michael 
Cera, and many more. 


2. ROJACK HORSEMAN 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: 
“SARRINA’S CHRISTMAS 
WISH” 

Bojaclc Horseman is by far one of the 
best shows on Netflix right now. It offers 
a deeply cynical view of life, celebrities, 
relationships, and failure. And it’s an 
extremely funny animated show to boot! 
“Sabrina’s Christmas Wish” is framed as 
a special Christmas episode of Bojaclc’s 
TV show, “Horsin’ Around.” It deals with 
some heavy subject matter like death and 
the existence (or absence of God), cleverly 
delivered in a scene where Bojaclc explains 
Santa Claus to his TV daughter, Sabrina. 


3. NATIONAL LAMPOON S 
CHRISTMAS VACATION 

National Lampoon’s “Vacation” films 
are classics, and “Christmas Vacation” 
proved to be one of the best. The film 
follows the Griswolds as they try to 
celebrate Christmas, but in true Griswold 
fashion, misfortune ensues. Bask in 
some Christmastime schadenfreude as 
Clark Griswold (Chevy Chase) suffers one 
setback after another all for the sake of 
spreading holiday cheer. 


www.playboyph.com NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2016 43 










4. ANIMAL KINGDOM 

Yes, it’s not set during Christmas but it’s about a family. Hey, 
Christmas is all about family, remember? Based on David 
Michod’s critically acclaimed thriller, Animal Kingdom is a 
TV show about a crime family led by a feisty and downright 
menacing matriarch played by Ellen Burstyn. If you’re looking 
for your crime drama fix during the holidays, this will definitely 
scratch that itch. 

5. LOVE ACTUALLY 

Yes, you have probably seen it a million times. But with 



Christmas time coming, there’s nothing wrong with rewatching 
this rom-com classic. The film is about the romantic adventures 
(and misadventures) of several interconnected individuals set 
during the holidays. Love is all around indeed. 

6. SERENDIPITY 

Since we’re on the subject of Christmas-themed love stories, 
Serendipity is definitely a perfect fit for this list. Essentially 
“Meet Cute: The Movie,” Serendipity is about two people who met 
in a one fateful night but eventually went in separate ways. It’s 
a charming film, and even the most jaded viewers will probably 
find themselves rooting for the protagonists played by John 
Cusack and Kate Beclcinsale. 
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7. STRANGER THINGS 

Stranger Things has been all the rage 
lately, and if you haven’t seen it yet you’re 
probably living under a rock. It’s about 
the mysterious going-ons in a small town 
where a boy went missing. It’s a throwback 
of sorts to some of the best works of Steven 
Spielberg and Stephen King. It’s also got 
Winona Ryder and Matthew Modine for 
all you 80s and 90s kids. And as an added 
touch, if you haven’t put up your Christmas 
lights yet, the show will definitely give you 
some ideas. 

8. TRADING PLACES 

John Landis is a gifted filmmaker. He 
knows how to make extremely entertaining 
films that feature his own brand of humor. 
And “Trading Places” is probably one of 



his best. A satire of sorts about economic 
disparity, it all centers on one simple thesis: 
Does a person’s environment determine 
his success in life? Dan Aykroyd and Eddie 
Murphy star in the film as two people from 
opposite sides of the economic spectrum 
who, through the machinations of two 
bickering millionaires, trade places in order 
to prove the aforementioned thesis. Yes, the 
setup is a bit mean-spirited, but it’s a really 
funny movie so that shouldn’t matter. 

9. ELF 

Arguably one of Will Ferrell’s best films, 
“Elf’ is an incredibly hilarious Christmas 
movie about an orphan raised as an elf 
in the North Pole. Buddy (Ferrell) is 
charming in his naivete and the actor’s 
comedic timing is spot on as always. The 
film also boasts a stellar supporting cast 



that includes James Caan, Bob Newhart, 

Ed Asner, Zooey Deschanel, and even pre- 
Game Of Thrones Peter Dinklage. 

10. RLACK MIRROR: “WHITE 
CHRISTMAS” 

When you think of Christmas, Black Mirror 
is probably the last thing that comes to 
your mind. But with “White Christmas,” 
creator and writer Charlie Broolcer made 
not only one of the best Black Mirror 
episodes, but he also crafted one of the 
most heartbreaking Christmas tales ever 
told. Ostensibly two Black Mirror stories 
in one neat package, all you need to 
know about the episode is that it centers 
on two men (Jon Hamm and Rafe Spall) 
spending Christmas in a cabin. The pacing 
is amazing and the stories are original, as 
they unfold in true Black Mirror fashion. 
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Nicole Alicante shows the 
world that true beauty lies in 
simplicity and reinvention. 


For an ambitious mind, simplicity often breeds 
reinvention. November-December Playmate 
Nicole Alicante fancies herself as a simple lady 
who has a knack for reinventing herself. Her 
latest incarnation: an eye-catching vixen with 
glorious curves, a lovely face, and an affinity 
to style. However, despite her allure, she has 
managed to retain her simplicity with her feet 
firmly planted on the ground, which makes her 
even more attractive. 

Working as a marketing assistant, the 
modest 24-year old finds time to fit modeling 
into her busy schedule and has amassed a wealth 
of experience in doing so. She has worked as an 
usherette, a ramp model, a cosmetic ad model, 
and a brand ambassadress. For her, posing for 
Playboy is a huge feather in her proverbial cap. “I 
want to venture into something new. Something 
thrilling and exciting, and that is being a Playboy 
Playmate,” she happily admits. 

Outside of her modeling career, Nicole aspires 
to be a chef just like her dad. She is excited about 


the prospect of going to culinary school once she 
finds the time for it. At home, she can whip up a 
plethora of scrumptious dishes, dazzling friends 
and family with her cooking. Singing is also one 
of her favorite hobbies. We can already imagine 
our sexy songstress belting out a string of KTV 
hits while preparing a scintillating rendition of 
sinigang and adobo. 

Nicole defines sexiness as being simple and 
confident, and she intends to use her time as 
a Playmate to empower other members of the 
gender. “I want to inspire every woman who 
thinks that she is not sexy,” she exclaims. Sexiness 
happens to be a state of mind, punctuated by 
a balance of confidence and intellect. And she 
lives by this precept. 

Nicole furthers this statement when asked 
about the things she finds sexy in men. “I find 
a smart man very sexy,” she says. “I get turned 
on by men who wear glasses, have good hygiene, 
and looks good in a tuxedo.” Having a good 
sense of humor is also regarded as a major turn 


on. On the other hand, Nicole loathes stinky, 
dirty-loolcing fellows who reek of too much 
confidence. After all, she is quite the romantic: 
enjoying long walks at the beach, playful 
chatter by the bonfire, and resting her pretty 
head on a lover’s shoulder while looking up at 
the stars. 

At first glance, Nicole comes off as a 
confident woman who carries herself well. But 
she is the first to admit that life’s great challenges 
can get on her nerves like any normal person do. 
“I might seem like a very strong person, but I’m 
a bit sensitive when it comes to my emotions. I 
can easily sense if people are not being honest 
to me.” Being comfortable in one’s skin and 
straightforwardness are two of the things that 
she holds dear. 

All told, Miss November-December is a 
modest blossom that appreciates being tended 
to with kindness, wit, and humor. Treat her like 
a queen and she will reinvent herself into the 
loveliest of tulips that you’ll see. 
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Name: Nicole Alicante Date of Birth: November 13,1992 Place of Birth: Manila Height: 5’5” Weight: 110.2 lbs Bust: 34 Waist: 25 
Hips: 34 Turn-on: Deep sexy voice, with a good sense of humor and smells good. Turn-off: Irresponsible and Immature guy What’s the 
sexiest piece of clothing you own and how often do you wear it? Thong, lingeri. What term of endearment do you want men t o call 
you? Baby sound sexy to me. Does size matter? Yes! of course it does! 
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INTERVIEW 


KEVIN HART 

Kevin Hart is poised to become the biggest stand-up comedian ever. Not that he’s kicking back to celebrate: His movies, including Ride Along, 
Get Hard and Central Intelligence, have raked in more than a billion dollars globally , and yet he works like an unknown still angling for 
an NCIS callback. Since last January , Hart has appeared in half a dozen films, including this month’s What Now?, a genre-hopper about 
his recent record-breaking global comedy tour. That movie, which mixes stand-up footage with a fictional James Bond-style baclcstory, is 
expected to smash box-office records too. Hart is also producing TV shows, building a video-on-demand network, partnering on tech deals 
and signing endorsement contracts. In other words, his life is as dazzling as that gold mike he wields on stage. No wonder he calls himself 
the u comedic rock star.” 


At 3 7, Hart is at the peak of his popularity, and all 
signs point to continued domination on screens 
both large and handheld. He has a keen sense 
that comedy today is an everywhere experience, 
whether you’re spending an evening with him at 
the megaplex, buying his new Nike “Hustle Hart” 
sneakers or letting him guide you on the Waze 
app. Wherever you go, Hart’s quicksilver voice 
and contagious energy are with you. 

He was born on July 6,1979 in Philadelphia, 
the younger of two boys. His mother, Nancy Hart, 
raised them; father Henry Witherspoon was a 
heavy drinker and coke addict who spent time 
in jail on drug charges. Being funny saved Kevin 
well before he was getting laughs professionally. 
At the shoe store in Philly where he worked, his 
pratfalls and snappy observations made him 
the star salesman on the floor. But “regional 
manager” wasn’t going to cut it. After high 
school, Hart played small comedy clubs under 
the stage name Lil’ Kev the Bastard. People urged 
him to quit, but he followed the paths blazed 
by heroes like Chris Tucker, J.B. Smoove and 
Eddie Murphy, eventually willing his way to 
Hollywood. 

For years Hart struggled. Sitcom after 
sitcom tanked. SNL rejected him. His marriage 
collapsed. But he turned heartache, and even his 
mother’s death from cancer in 2007, into gold. 
His 2011 Laugh at My Pain stand-up tour 
and subsequent concert film became his first 


real hit. The five years since have been a rocket 
ride: He hosted the MTV Music Video Awards, 
guest-starred on Modern Family, produced and 
starred on the Real Husbands of Hollywood 
series and made a handful of movies each year 
(The Wedding Ringer, The Secret Life of 
Pets and Think Like a Man and its sequel, to 
name a few), all but one of which went to number 
one. He has two young kids, Heaven Leigh and 
Hendrix, from his first marriage, and this year 
Hart married model Eniko Parrish. Along the 
way, he became a living counterargument to an 
ugly show-business assumption: that African 
American actors can’t sell movie tickets in the 
global market. 

Contributing Editor David Hochman, who 
last interviewed Trevor Noah for playboy, spent 
several days with Hart on both coasts over the 
past year. “Kevin’s got this massive, hyperactive 
energy that makes you forget he’s a small guy,” 
Hochman says. The two of them hung out most 
recently in the ultra-luxurious Baccarat Hotel in 
Manhattan, where Hart was tailoring the menu 
to his dramatically fitness-conscious tastes: “I’ll 
have a burger but no cheese, no lettuce, no tomato, 
no onion, no sauce and definitely no bun,” he 
told the amused waiter. “Do the same thing with 
a chicken patty.” Says Hochman, “Kevin knows 
what he wants in every situation. It’s not Oscars. 
It’s beyond mere money and fame. Kevin Hart 
wants to be the Genghis Khan of comedy.” 


PLAYBOY: Your new stand-up concert film follows 
you on the biggest comedy tour of all time: 156 
shows, 112 cities, 13 countries and five continents. 
That’s a lot of airport body-cavity searches. 

HART: You get used to it. The good thing is, flying 
private takes a lot of the hustle and bustle off it, 
makes the ins and outs a little more convenient. 
But the whole goal behind the tour was not only 
to make history but to go beyond what people 
would expect a comedian to do. To be able to play 
so many venues in so many cities and countries, 
to sell out multiple shows and arenas, to do 
stadiums—it blows up the idea of “You’re just 
a guy telling jokes,” right? You show the global 
importance of laughter. 

PLAYBOY: How does your material change 
when you’re playing to a crowd in Singapore 
versus an audience in, say, Brooklyn or Cape 
Town? 

HART: I change nothing nowhere. Nothing. 
That’s the beauty of it. To become a universal 
comedian and really stay true to the meaning 
of universal , you come up with comedy that 
appeals to everyone. We set so many records. 
We sold 100,000 seats in New York alone, with 
three sold-out shows at Madison Square Garden 
and two more shows at the Barclays Center in 
Brooklyn. It’s completely crazy. And it’s not just 
crazy here. My international shows sold out in 
three days, all with the same material and the 
same level of laughter. California, Cape Town— 
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the people are amazing, and they respond. 
Durban, Qatar, Dubai, Singapore. Same thing 
everywhere. Funny is funny. 

PLAYBOY: What was the toughest crowd? 
HART: Well, Abu Dhabi was definitely the 
scariest before I got there. I was so afraid to go 
because I didn’t want to offend anybody. I heard 
you could rub the culture in the wrong way. 
You know, because of the language and sexual 
content, I wondered, How far can I push it? What 
can I do? But I talked to people, and they said, 
“Kevin, these are your fans. They want you over 
there.” 

PLAYBOY: Did you really think something 
would happen to you? 

HART: I didn’t want to have a problem with a 
sheikh or the royal family and then not be able 
to get out of the country. But then I got there 
and it was the complete opposite. 

All these people dressed head 
to toe in the sheilchy garb, and 
they’re roaring with fucking 
laughter. It was mind-blowing. 

Mind -blowing. The shit they’re 
laughing at in Abu Dhabi is the 
same shit they’re laughing at in 
Australia is the same shit they’re 
laughing at in Philadelphia. 

PLAYBOY: You sold out Lincoln 
Financial Field stadium, where 
the Eagles play in Philly. Doing 
stand-up for 53,000-plus people 
in your hometown must have 
been wild. 

HART: That was some wild-ass 
shit. First time a comedian ever 
sold out an NFL stadium. We 
knew Philadelphia was going to 
be massive, so we turned it into 
a huge production. We had 84 
cameras on me and a gigantic 
wall of screens behind me. So my backdrop was 
a video wall that acted as a visual point of view 
that matched whatever I was saying throughout 
my show. As I’m joking about my house, the 
screens change into the set of my house. Now I’m 
talking about my backyard. It flips. It switches. 
As I’m walking out, the cameras walk with me. I 
wanted to transform my stand-up comedy show 
into something with a movie dynamic that’s 
never been seen. And then shit starts to explode. 
We go all James Bond Casino Royale with the 
biggest fight scenes. Fire on the stage. A whole 
baclcstory about what happened to me leading 
up to the show. People say, “What the hell are 
you doing, Kevin?” But with a movie like this, 
it can’t just be me coming out and telling jokes. 
We’re too big for that. The production has to be 


big. I paid too much not to go huge. I’m in with 
finances for about $13.8 million on this one. 
PLAYBOY: You personally financed all this? 
HART: Out of my damn pocket. Every cent. This 
is all me. I fully financed a movie, and Universal 
distributed it. They act as a partner. I know me. I 
know my value. When you’re dealing with other 
people’s money, you can’t control it. But when 
you invest in yourself, you’re in charge and the 
rewards come to you. 

PLAYBOY: Some have predicted this could be 
the highest-grossing stand-up concert film of all 
time. 

HART: That is the plan. I’m going for the win 
on this one, you know? Eddie Murphy still holds 
the record for stand-up concert film for Raw, at 
$50 million in gross. My last concert film, Let 
Me Explain, did $32 million, but that was on 


only 900 screens or something like that. This one 
is on screens everywhere. All signs are pointing 
that this could be the big one. This could achieve 
the highest level of success ever. It’s all part of 
the progression. 

PLAYBOY: But does bigger equal funnier? 
HART: I grow with my fan base, man. I grow and 
I change. If you look at my stand-up specials—if 
you look at Fm a Grown Little Man and then 
at Seriously Funny and Laugh at My Pain, 
you see it. So What Now? shows my progression 
not only as a comedian but just as a man. You 
see me going through things. You’ve seen me 
married. You’ve seen me go through a divorce. 
You’ve seen the consequences of divorce. You’ve 
seen my kids grow up, and as they’ve grown, 
how I’ve changed. Now that I’ve changed, how 


do I feel? How do I feel about where I am, people 
treating me, the places I put myself in, my 
relationship with my family? 

PLAYBOY: What’s it like when you come across 
one of your old stand-up routines now? 

HART: It can be weird. I was watching Grown 
Little Man recently, and the way I’m touching 
the mike, you can see my nervous energy. I’m 
not comfortable, at least not at the level I’m at 
now. I’m also rushing. You’d think somebody 
was chasing me with a machete. The speed is 
off the hook. There’s no break. Now I see a guy 
who’s full of fear. You’re out there on stage and 
you look up, you see all the people, and there’s 
real tension: All right, I don’t want to lose 
these people. Now I feel like I’m much more in 
command. It’s all about growing and improving. 
I want to continue to get better as a stand-up. 

PLAYBOY: Not that your 
movie career is hurting. In 
the past year alone, your 
credits have included What 
Now?, Ride Along 2, Central 
Intelligence and The Secret 
Life of Pets. 

HART: [Laughs] Yeah, I feel 
like a slacker if I don’t have a 
movie coming out every two 
months. 

PLAYBOY: Chris Rock joked 
at the Oscars this year that he 
can’t afford to lose another 
role to you. What do you 
make of the complaint that 
African American actors don’t 
get the same opportunities in 
Hollywood as white actors? 
HART: First of all, Chris is 
a great friend. I thought it 
was a great joke. Here’s my 
opinion: When people speak 
on the diversity issue in Hollywood or the lack 
of actors or actresses of color, I’m not going to sit 
up here and play dumb to it and act like it isn’t 
an issue. But at the same time, when you bring 
more attention to an issue, it becomes a bigger 
issue. Whereas if you try to figure out a solution 
and do things to help position yourself or people 
of different races, shapes and sizes to have more 
options, that’s where you can be of service. If 
you’re not making shit happen, you just become 
a part of the problem. You know what I mean? 
PLAYBOY: But how does the problem get fixed? 
HART: For me, I’m actually doing some of the 
stuff that people are saying black performers 
aren’t getting the opportunity to do. That 
includes taking my movies international. You 
know there’s this idea that actors of color don’t 


There’s this 
idea that actors 
of color don’t 
sell movies 
outside the U.S. 
look at me and 
Cube. 
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sell movies outside the U.S., but look at what 

me and Cube did. The first two Ride Alongs, 

youOre looking at something like $278 million 

in worldwide box office revenue with two 

African Americans as your leads. And yet no 

attention was thrown to the fact that we were 

breaking major ground, because so many people 

were focusing on what wasnOt happening in the 

industry. I canOt get stuck on the negative. LetOs 

keep grinding. LetOs go to 25 countries and 

promote the hell out of it. Then letOs come back 

and do another one. Now, 

whether we do a Ride 

Along 3 or not, what Cube 

and I have is special, and we 

know it can work here and 

around the world. Same 

thing we saw with Straight 

Outta Compton , a major 

success domestically and 

internationally. Universal 

Studios saw it. They got it. 

PLAYBOY: You almost 
always share the screen with 
a major co-star, whether it’s 
Ice Cube, the Rock or Will 
Ferrell. Is there any reason 
you don’t do a straight-up 
Kevin Hart movie? Where’s 
your Beverly Hills Cop ? 

HART: I’m just slowly 
building up to it. It’s not 
like you can walk in and 
tell the studio, “All right, 
give me all your money. 

I’m ready to do the $100 
million movie.” I mean, I 
can go in and say that, but 
here’s the thing. I’ve had 
one number-two movie. 

Every other movie I’ve 
done has been number 
one at the box office. My 
fans love what I’m doing. 

I’m also switching it up, 
you know? I’ve been lucky 
enough to be part of two 
franchises. I got Think 
Like a Man, Think 
Like a Man Too , Ride Along , Ride Along 2 
and possibly Ride Along 3. And it’s not like I 
haven’t done any Kevin Hart movies. My stand- 
up concert films are my movies. The Wedding 
Ringer was like a Kevin Hart movie, and it was 
a good movie. That’s Kevin Hart’s name in the 
lights, nobody else’s. 

But there’s a reason I’ll go do Central 
Intelligence with the Rock. It still makes sense 


to do that, because to become that international 
star, you want to get with somebody who can 
help you achieve that. The Rock is that guy. 
So for us to team up and have that pairing was 
amazing. I also broke into the animation space 
with The Secret Life of Pets and now Captain 
Underpants. 

PLAYBOY: Would you ever do a drama? 

HART: It’s in the works. I’m going to do The 
Untouchables with Bryan Cranston. It’s a 
remake of the French movie The Intouchables. 




That’ll be my first and I’m looking at another 
one, but I’m slow walking into these things. To 
be honest, I’m not looking for the artsy stuff, 
the stuff that’s going to go under the radar for 
a group of intellectual people to watch and say 
[in highfalutin voice], “Oh, this is one of the 
most marvelous films.” I’m about box office 
success. But sure, after I’m done having fun and 
achieving the box office successes, then I’ll go 


and take the risk of doing the more serious, more 
dramatic. But if I’m trying to break international 
waters and show the world that comedies do play 
overseas with lead actors of color, you don’t just 
try to do it all by yourself—then people start 
saying you can’t do it. But my numbers add up. 
No matter what anybody says, Kevin Hart is 
bankable. 

PLAYBOY: You have 20 million-plus followers 
on Faceboolc, 30.5 million on Twitter and 
40 million on Instagram and Snapchat. Does 
that ever freak you out? 
HART: Are you kidding 
me? Anything that gives 
you the opportunity to 
test out material and get 
an instant reaction from 
a population as big as a 
country? It’s a godsend. If I 
want to test out a joke, I put 
it out to my followers and 
see in five seconds what 
works and what doesn’t. 
That’s changing comedy. 
For people coming up, not 
only can you test out your 
material, but you build that 
fan base. You get 100,000 
or 500,000 followers and 
now you can say, “Hey, you 
should invest in me and 
my idea because they love 
me on Twitter or Faceboolc 
or Instagram or whatever.” 
Periscope? I love that shit 
too. 

When you look at what 
a guy like, say, Mark 
Zuclcerberg has done, it’s 
amazing. I haven’t met 
him yet, but I can’t wait 
to. I’ll probably have 5,000 
questions for the guy. I 
just love the fact that he’s 
creative and what he’s 
done with that company. 
I also really love Snapchat 
right now. You see 
somebody like DJ Khaled 
on there. You got to take your hat off to him 
for re-creating himself. He’s found a niche. The 
Rock is funny as hell on Snapchat too. If you’re 
a comedian in 2016 and you’re not jumping into 
the tech space, you’re going to get left behind. 
Me? I’m not being left behind. You know why? 
I’ve got Kevmojis. 

PLAYBOY: Kevmojis? 

HART: That’s right, Kevmojis! Everybody uses 
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animated emojis, but Kevmojis are real photos 
of my face doing a million different twists and 
turns. How many people have the ability to 
really change up their face that many times? Not 
many, that’s who. So I went and did a bunch of 
different facial expressions, and now you can use 
them instead of that little yellow smiley-face shit 
people use. I’m always thinking, always building, 
always moving to whatever’s new and exciting. 
That’s why I hashtag ComedicRoclcStarShit. I 
know people are looking at their phones and 
seeing me surpass just being a comedian. 
PLAYBOY: For someone who loves his devices, 
you’re unusually strict about audiences not using 
phones at your live shows. A woman in Iowa City 
was arrested after she called a friend during one 
of your gigs. 

HART: I told you there’s a lot of money invested 
in my shows, and I don’t want to see that money 
go down the drain because everybody’s filming 
me and putting that shit on 
YouTube. More than that, 
you want people to watch. 

Enjoy it, people. Put yourself 
in a position where you can 
laugh. As much as I love social 
media, at these live shows, it 
distracts people from actually 
seeing and enjoying the show, 
because everybody is worried 
about getting that great piece 
of footage to show to their 
Twitter friends or on Faceboolc 
Live or whatever. I can’t stand 
it in my own house. My kids 
love their screens. I don’t 
remember the last time my 
kids went outside and kicked 
a stick or something. So at my 
shows, I don’t want your mind on footage. I want 
your mind on me on the stage. Again, I’m taking 
entertainment to a level it’s never been before, 
and I want people right there with me. 
PLAYBOY: Did you always have this level of 
ambition? 

HART: No. Actually, here’s the crazy part. As a 
kid in school, I had no real desire to reach the 
highest levels of education. I was not that guy. 
But I’ve always been a person who pushed to the 
ultimate realm of things that I loved. If I had 
a passion for something, I figured out a way to 
be the best at it. That started with video games. 
Tecmo Bowl, Double Dribble , remember 
those? These are the games of the past, but it 
was me trying to figure out everything I possibly 
could to have an edge. Then basketball became 
the passion. I wanted to go to the NBA. I said, 
“Mom, I want trainers. I want to take private 
lessons. I want to be in the gym all day.” And I 


would spend all day in the gym. 

PLAYBOY: Your mother was a computer analyst 
at the University of Pennsylvania. Clearly she 
was smart enough to see that you weren’t NBA 
material. 

HART: Hell no! My mom was the opposite of a 
dream killer. She was the person who told me I 
could do anything I put my mind to. Her thing 
was: Anything you start, you have to finish. You 
start a book, you finish the book. You start a 
sport, you finish the season. It’s still the major 
rule we live by in my household. We don’t quit. 
I don’t care if you don’t like it. My kids get into 
some new project, it’s got to get done. I went as 
far as I could in basketball, but then, yeah, you 
go, Okay, maybe somebody like me could excel 
even more in another line of business. 
PLAYBOY: Your dad was in and out of jail, and 
you’ve joked on stage about him showing up 
at your school spelling bee on a cocaine high, 


shouting, “All right, all right, all right! My 
son’s spellin’ the shit out of these motherfuckin’ 
words!” How much of that is true? 

HART: Shit’s not funny unless it’s true to life, 
and nothing was funnier to me growing up than 
my mom and dad’s relationship. 

PLAYBOY: But he was actually stealing money 
from you to buy drugs, right? Where’s the 
comedy in that? 

HART: He was stealing, 100 percent. From 
me, from other people. But honestly, this is the 
beauty of who I am. I’ve always had the ability 
to find a positive in any negative. Coming up, 
of course, what kid doesn’t want his parents to 
be happily married? You want to wake up every 
day and see Mom and Dad in the morning, being 
all snuggly with you and lovey-dovey, and then 
good night. Every kid wants that. For me, I didn’t 
have it, so I had to deal with what was there. 
My parents weren’t fond of each other. They 


were hot and cold and frozen cold, and my dad 
could be crazy. So my mom would let him have 
it. He’d come home with stuff he bought. “That’s 
probably stolen!” she’d say. “That stuff can’t come 
in this house.” I’d be thinking, But look how cool 
these toys are. She’d go, “You ain’t touching that 
stuff. Set it down. We’re going to give it back in 
the morning.” Then my dad would be like, “Ain’t 
nobody stole that stuff!” Mom would go, “You 
did steal it.” “No I didn’t.” “Then bring a receipt. 
You got a receipt? Then he can keep it.” I’m like, 
What? Why am I the butt of this stuff? Even if 
he did steal it, it’s sitting right here waiting for 
me to play with. But my mom would always win. 
PLAYBOY: Is it true she died before she ever saw 
you perform? 

HART: She died in 2007, so she saw my success. 
But she never saw me do stand-up because, 
you know, she was a churchgoing woman. The 
language and all that was not something she was 
going to enjoy. But I know she’s 
watching over me now. She’s 
seeing it all. That’s my angel. 
I definitely believe in heaven. 
I believe that when you pass 
away there is a place where 
these positive spirits go, and I 
feel like I have one. Them days 
you feel are your toughest days, 
you’re okay, because you’ve got 
somebody pushing you in the 
direction to smile. 

PLAYBOY: You had it pretty 
tough coming up as a comedian. 
Didn’t someone once throw a 
chicken wing at you? 

HART: Yeah, yeah, [laughs] 
Somebody was that frustrated 
with my material that they 
decided to throw a half-eaten buffalo wing at 
me. Sloppy sauce and all. And you hear the worst 
stuff when you’re starting out and nobody knows 
you. “Brother, this ain’t for you. You need to 
fucking do something else.” That wasn’t just the 
audience; it was friends, family, peers, whoever. 
All that stuff is nothing to me but ammunition. 
People say, “No, you can’t.” Well, here I am, 
motherfucker. But even so, you look around and 
you’re playing at some shitty-ass places. In the 
early days in Philly I was doing bowling alleys 
and nightclubs, strip clubs, people’s living rooms, 
places that weren’t conducive to comedy at all. 
PLAYBOY: You were turned down by Saturday 
Night Live too. 

HART: Lome Michaels and I joke about that now. 
He’s been doing this for so long and he knows 
comedy. He lives it. You can only admire a person 
who’s given his life and devoted himself at the 
highest levels of entertainment for more than 40 


Shit’s not funny 
unless it;s true to 
life, and nothing 
was funnier than 
my mom and 
dad’s relationship 
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years. I was probably just having an off day. That 
wasn’t my only rejection. I was the death of every 
sitcom I was on for a while. You struggle, but you 
keep going. It’s the only way. I think that’s why 
you have certain stars and why some people can’t 
make it in show business. I think the ones who 
made it are the ones who heard the word no and 
didn’t let it affect them and were strong enough 
to hear the word no again and still continue. I’m 
actually glad I struggled, because I can look back 
and connect yesterday’s lows to the highs I’m 
experiencing now. 

PLAYBOY: By the way, 
how’s your relationship 
with your father these 
days? 

HART: Oh, he saw the 
mistakes he was making and 
the people he was hurting. 

He’s in his late 60s and 
clean as a whistle. My dad 
is a man’s man. His pride is 
heavy, but he got to a point 
where he wanted to be a 
father and make up for a 
lot of the mistakes he made 
with my brother and me. 

My brother held more of 
a grudge, but I’m different. 

I’m just a forgiving person. 

I take care of him now. 

PLAYBOY: Did you ever 
worry about those addiction 
genes passing down to you? 

What’s your history with 
drugs and booze? 

HART: I’ll tell you what. 

Having the knowledge 
about what drugs and 
alcohol did to him was 
the greatest gift he gave 
me. Now I can tell you 100 
percent, “Hey, man, don’t 
do drugs. That shit will 
fuck you up.” My dad got 
fiicked-up bad. I mean, I’m 
human. I’ve done things 
in the past, but I’m not a 
drug guy. I drink. I’m not 
abusive with drinking. I’m very much in control 
of what’s going on, but that’s a combination of 
my mom and my dad. My dad’s mistakes became 
beams of light to me. My mom’s strict rules of 
behavior are the reason I’m in line. 

PLAYBOY: Who were the people who made you 
want to get into comedy? 

HART: Redd Foxx. Eddie Murphy. I had to sneak 
around to listen to Richard Pryor. George Carlin, 
Sam Kinison. Andrew Dice Clay, Chris Rock. My 


mom wouldn’t allow that in the house. She let 
me watch Sinbad because he was clean. Seinfeld. 
Martin Lawrence. There were others, of course. 
PLAYBOY: Did you purposely leave Bill Cosby 
off the list? 

HART: No. Bill Cosby was a huge influence. 
He’s still a comedic legend, and his impact 
on me remains massive. What he has done in 
his personal life, I obviously don’t support. If 
all arrows point to him doing what all these 
women say he did, then I hope he’ll be dealt with 


accordingly. But I still have his picture up in my 
house. He’s one of my comedy heroes. 
PLAYBOY: So often we hear about the private 
troubles of our favorite icons. Prince was 
supposed to be a clean-living Jehovah’s Witness. 
Then he dies of a drug overdose. 

HART: Yeah, you don’t know what goes on 
behind those closed doors. But Prince lived his 
life the way that he wanted to live it. He was 
one of the most intimidating men to meet, I’ll 


tell you. Somebody like Prince, you don’t want 
to go and talk and be stupid. The one time I met 
him, I didn’t even want to make eye contact 
as he was walking by. You’re like, Shit, here he 
comes. Okay, look down. All right, wait a minute. 
He smells good. Is he gone? What? He wants to 
say hi. Hey, P-P-P...do you even call him Prince? 
I’m confused. So you go, “Hey, man,” and that 
sounds stupid. The man was such a talent. You 
don’t want to tarnish his legacy. Digging up and 
finding speculations about people-it won’t bring 
him back, so why bother? 
PLAYBOY: What about 
the next generation of 
entertainers? Who are you 
watching? 

HART: In comedy, if I had 
to put together a quick list, 
there’s Lil Rel-I think he’s 
very funny. William “Spank” 
Horton, Na’im Lynn, Joey 
Wells. Those are guys 
who’ve been with me for a 
long time and I think are 
very talented comedians. 
Keith Robinson. I mean, 
tons of comedians in New 
York I came up with that 
I would love to see get a 
shot. David Arnold, who I 
was producing something 
for. Corey Holcomb. These 
are guys I think have 
an amazing comedic 
perspective and point of 
view and could become 
huge names. A lot of these 
guys will be featured 
on a new network I’m 
launching this fall called 
Laugh Out Loud. It’s a new 
video-on-demand network 
in partnership with 
Lionsgate. We just shot 52 
comedy specials over the 
summer. I want this to be a 
multicultural platform for 
comedy, stand-up comedy, 
miniseries, viral content. I 
want this to be a hub where people will go. 
PLAYBOY: What motivates you to do so much? 
Didn’t you also sign a big sneaker endorsement 
deal this year? 

HART: First-ever sneaker endorsement for a 
comedian, that’s right. Why stop, you know? 
The Nike deal grew out of my love for physical 
fitness, and I love the fact that I now have a 
platform for that. I was out of shape. Well, I 
thought I was in shape, but I wasn’t, so I decided 
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to get into shape. I started doing 800 to 1,000 sit- 
ups throughout the day. I bench about 260, 265. 
Being in shape motivates me to do other things 
too. You have to look at yourself and go, What 
am I doing? I want to do action movies? I want 
to be an action-comedy star? I can’t be an action- 
comedy star looking like this [slouches and 
blows out gut]. So now that I’m getting my act 
together, let me see if I can get other people who 
want to get it together. So I started doing 5Ks, 
putting the call out on Instagram and whatnot, 
and people started joining us. Thousands of 
people. We’ve gotten crowds of people of all 
shapes, sizes and ethnicities, and they come out 
to challenge themselves for that day. You hear 
the stories: “Hey, Kevin, thank you for getting me 
out of my bed to come run.” “Hey, I had triple¬ 
bypass surgery and I was just lying around not 
doing anything, but you made me want to get up 
and get myself together.” “Hey, man, I’m a cancer 
survivor.” When you start 
to see the effect you have on 
people and you start to see the 
faces and hear the stories, you 
know you’re doing something 
right. It’s the satisfaction of 
knowing that I motivated 
people. That’s another effect 
I’m having on the world. You 
have your window of time here 
on earth, and you want to try 
everything. 

PLAYBOY: Don’t you ever just 
want to take a vacation? 

HART: We go and do stuff, 
sure. I’m very much a family 
man. When Dad goes to work, 
he’s working for a couple 
weeks, but then I’ll be back for 
a couple weeks, and we want to do something 
fun. We’ll go to Orlando. It’s not about Disney 
World or anything like that. It’s us, house, nice 
little barbecue setting, the family doing three 
meals a day. I’ll tell you, the best party is just me 
and my wife with my kids. Nerf gun fights with 
the babies, movie night, taco night, game night. 
We love to play [Ellen DeGeneres’s app] Heads 
Up. My kids make me smile. No matter how bad 
it gets out here, knowing that they’re okay, that 
calms me down. 

PLAYBOY: You got married this summer. What 
did you learn from your first marriage, which 
ended in divorce? 

HART: I was 22 years old. What happened 
happened when it was supposed to. I’m where I 
am now in my relationship for a reason, and I’m 
happy. At some point, you’re not going to keep 
searching. What else are you trying to find? You 


eventually go, All right, this is it. I’m going to die 
with this one. 

PLAYBOY: Tell us about a recent splurge. 
You like cars and watches, judging from your 
Instagram. 

HART: I bought the new Benz truck. I love it. 
The G65 is a major upgrade from the G63.1 also 
recently had my Shelby rebuilt from the ground 
up. It’s a beautiful 1966 hatchback Eleanor, black 
with silver streaks. I get something big for myself 
every time I do a big movie or project. The Shelby 
was from the first Ride Along. I got a Mercedes 
SLS AMG for Laugh at My Pain. My Ferrari 
458 Italia is from Let Me Explain. I bought 
my house from Think Like a Man. Other than 
that, I’ll buy myself a watch. Those are definitely 
my weakness. I like Cartier, Rolex, Richard Mille, 
Patelc Philippe. That’s my guilty pleasure right 
there. It’s a little bit of an addiction. 

PLAYBOY: Do you ever worry about losing it 


all, going MC Hammer and blowing through the 
cash? 

HART: No worries there, man. Can’t do that 
when you’re doing the right thing. If you 
spend more than what you’re making, that’s 
your fault. If you’re in for $15 million on 
something, and all you’ve got is $8.5 million, 
that choice is going to crush you. The hard 
thing with money is I try not to let it change 
or affect who I am or who I’m shaping up to be. 
I don’t want the money to play a major factor 
in it. You don’t want to become one of these 
guys who can’t zip up his own pants or put on 
socks or open a door for himself. People get 
like that. They get so rich they forget how to 
be a normal human. The trick is to stay close 
to people, to get out there in the public, to run 
in Central Park, to talk to people, to observe, 
to be real. It’s easy at a certain success level to 


isolate yourself and disappear into a castle of 
your own making. 

PLAYBOY: Let’s move on. Do you have any 
thoughts on the race for the White House? 
HART: I’m not a major political guy. It’s not 
my cup of tea. I don’t put my foot in that stuff. 
But I’m definitely going to miss Barack Obama. 
Amazing man. Michelle Obama, amazing 
woman. The fact that I got to have dinner at a 
White House Christmas gathering with the first 
black president of the United States, that’s one 
for the lifetime highlights reel. 

PLAYBOY: What do you make of Donald 
Trump? 

HART: What I can say is that I have no ill will 
toward him or his campaign, but I’m a people 
person. I love people. I love the idea of people 
coming closer together. My whole job is to unite 
people. You go to my shows, there’s all races 
there. So the idea of separating and segregating 
and dividing because of what 
someone believes in, that’s 
not something I could ever get 
behind. I try to understand 
people and accept them, but it 
can be difficult sometimes. Then 
again, I have entertainer friends 
who are widely misunderstood, 
and if you get to know them, 
you see what’s really going on. 
PLAYBOY: Who comes to 
mind? 

HART: Kanye is probably 
number one in that category. 
He’s a good friend. You can say 
what you want about Kanye and 
his approach, but the passion 
behind what he’s fighting for 
is real, and I really believe he’s 
misunderstood because of his passion. He’s a 
monumental talent. His last album, The Life 
of Pablo, is incredible. Best line of all time: 
“Name one genius that ain’t crazy.” There you 
go. That’s Kanye in a sentence. He’s admitting 
that he’s crazy but also calling himself a genius 
at the same time. Same respect goes out to Justin 
Bieber. The Biebs is my man. His last album also 
is fucking amazing, and he’s a guy who does 
whatever he needs to do to be himself, no matter 
how much shit he gets for it. 

PLAYBOY: You spend time with Jay Z too. 
WhatOs that like? 

HART: He’s the king. It’s like being with the king. 
To be honest, I’m a sponge when I’m around that 
guy. You just sit there and soak up information 
on how he does what he does, man. You see a 
guy who is not content and constantly pushing 
and stretching. I mean, look at Tidal and the flak 


When People 
go “Man you’re 
short’’I’m like, 
Oh, good Job, sir. 
You cracked that 
case. 
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people gave Tidal when it first came out. “What 
is this shit? It’s gonna fail.” Everybody wanted 
it to fail. Nobody saw potential. Now look at it. 
Tidal has over 3 million subscribers. He’s doing 
something right. When you think about Jay Z, 
you’re looking at a guy who has so much success 
in music, but he took that music, and took the 
money from music, and turned himself into a 
business and created X, Y and Z, and now sits at 
the top of Roc Nation as a mogul. You can’t fight 
what people are destined to be. 

PLAYBOY: What about 
your destiny? What’s on the 
horizon for Kevin Hart? 

HART: There’s definitely an 
exit plan. I’m not going to 
give away too much about 
it, but it’s a retirement 
plan. I’m not going to be 50 
years old and grinding at 
the level I’m doing it now. 

The reason I’m building 
these things and putting 
all these pieces together is 
because, at a certain age, I 
want to say, Okay, I did it, 
and now it’s time to enjoy 
myself, and enjoy myself 
doesn’t mean partying it 
up, and being on a yacht 
and dancing and stuff like 
that. It means enjoying my 
home, enjoying my kids, 
enjoying the foundation 
that I built. 

PLAYBOY: Is there anybody 
you envy? 

HART: I wouldn’t say envy, 
but I certainly admire what 
Eddie Murphy has been 
able to do. I think he’s very 
happy. I know him well. 

He’s very happy in his 
relationship. He just had a 
baby and already has tons 
of kids. He doesn’t seem to 
be bothered by any piece 
of negativity. He plays his 
music. He has his hobbies. 

I mean, at a certain age, you have to understand, 
it’s about being at ease. It’s about doing what you 
want to do and not what people want you to do. 
And when you look at the people who really get 
that and understand that, I guess you could say 
I am envious of that. Dave -Chappelle-again, 
people can say what they want. Dave Chappelle, 
he’s all right, man. He’s a guy who is very much 
in control of his life. He has a farm with tons of 


animals on it, and he has his kids and his wife, 
and he has his wonderful life. He’s set up, he’s not 
answering to anybody, and I’m very proud to call 
that guy a friend. I want to be like that one day. 
PLAYBOY: If that’s what you want, why not just 
buy the farm now and call it a day? 

HART: All in good time. I’m doing what I want 
to do. I’m doing it at the level that I want to do 
it, but what people have to understand is that 
there’s a difference in entertainment between 
working because you have to work and working 


because you love to work. I love to work. I love 
entertainment. I love stand-up comedy. I love 
making people laugh. I love embracing my fans. 
I love giving my fans content. I love the fact that 
I can make a movie and people watch the movie 
and say, “That guy makes my day.” I’m in love 
with that. 

For me, stand-up comedy is bigger than the 
title “stand-up comedy.” Stand-up comedy is 


an effect. I have an effect on people. I have the 
ability to change your day in a positive way. 
I have the ability to light your day up. I take 
pride in that. I don’t take that for granted. 
If you feel like you’re just going through the 
motions in life, you can turn on a Kevin Hart 
movie or Kevin Hart stand-up, and you know 
what? You laugh, and it takes your mind off 
whatever that may be. Give me your stress and 
I’ll take it away. That’s the true art of comedy. 
That’s why, regardless of whatever negativity 
I’ve taken from critics or 
even other comedians, 
I’m true to my fraternity 
of comics, because very 
few people can do what 
we do. I got chosen as 
one of the guys who are 
funny. Thank you, God. I 
get it. Now my goal is to 
be the best at it. I’m going 
to do what I can to be the 
best and the biggest. 
PLAYBOY: You talk 

about being the biggest. Be 
honest: Does it offend you 
when people make fun of 
your height? 

HART: When people go, 
“Man, you’re short,” I’m 
like, Oh, good job, sir. 
You cracked that case. 
What a genius! It’s the 
thing that people have 
known for the last how 
many years I’ve been 
in entertainment? But 
you just figured it out. 
It doesn’t bother me, no. 
I’m good either way. You 
can’t offend me. 
PLAYBOY: Great. In that 
case, one last question. Are 
you sure you’re not driving 
so hard to overcompensate 
for, you know, some other 
physical shortcoming? 
HART: [Cocks head and 
lets eyes go wide] All 
right, brother, all right. I don’t know what to tell 
you, man. I’m happy. I’m very happy. I’m happy 
over here and I’m happy down there. Definitely 
happy. That’s the best way to put it. That’s 
my nicest way. I’m not overcompensating for 
anything. I am in a great space. A great space. 
I’m living it! Things are flying! Life is good! It’s 
great being Kevin Hart! 

□ 
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AFGHANISTAN’S 

■SSJCHANCE 

Outmanned and outgunned—and sometimes without boots or food—can 
Afghanistan’s elite commando force take on ISIS and save the nation? 


by KRISTINA SHEVORY 





A black flag whips in the early-morning breeze. 
Planted in the middle of a rocky hill a few hundred 
yards south of the mud-walled compound where 
the Afghan commandos have taken shelter, the 
flag’s message is clear: ISIS is here, waiting. 

The mission of the commandos of Afghanistan’s 
First Platoon, First Special Operations Battalion is 
straightforward: Find the ISIS fighters and take 
them out. The soldiers are eager to 
take on an enemy that has killed 
many of their own, beheaded and 
blown up local villagers and driven 
countless people from their homes. 

Pakistan, the source of many of the 
foreign fighters, lies a few miles away, 
over the denuded chocolate-colored 
mountains that stair-step up from 
the hill to snowy peaks. Mud-briclc compounds, 
abandoned when fighting escalated here in 
Afghanistan’s Nangarhar province last summer, 
dot the valley floor. There is no movement except 
for the flag’s whip. No farmers tilling their fields. 
No one walking. The stillness is unnerving. 

An order crackles over the radio: time to go. 
The soldiers move out across the rolling valley 
floor, searching one compound after another. 
To the west they can see their comrades from 


Third Platoon doing the same. The Afghan army 
and national border police are to follow behind, 
holding territory the commandos have secured. 

The goal is to clear out the extremists so that 
civilians can return to their homes. Tranquillity 
fled this region over the past year after ISIS 
fighters slithered in and embarked on a campaign 
of terror, executing locals they deemed impure 


and fighting pitched battles with the Taliban and 
anyone else in their way. 

The soldiers are picking their way through a 
stony field studded with poplar trees and dry grass 
that crunches underfoot when the first shots ring 
out from the hill. The commandos scatter, diving 
behind boulders and trees and firing back. Some 
sprint to a nearby compound and take shelter. 

It’s a lousy place to seek safety. The five-foot- 
high southern mud wall that necklaces the 


compound is too short to provide good cover. A 
small dirt knoll in the middle of the compound 
serves as a lookout of sorts. Inside the adobe 
house are two tiny rooms: a kitchen with a small 
coolcstove and a bedroom with three string-laced 
cots. Tight quarters for a platoon of 30 men to 
wait out a barrage in. 

The commandos crouch in a line along the 


southern wall, popping up to take shots and 
slipping down to slam fresh magazines into their 
M-4 rifles. Waves of incoming fire—from machine 
guns, rifles and the occasional rocket-propelled 
grenade—continue in booms, cracks, whistles and 
pops. The shooting dies down for a moment, only 
to roar back as soon as an Afghan commando 
stands up to fire. 

Firefights usually don’t last long, maybe 10 to 
15 minutes, though they can feel like years. This 
one is different. The shooting goes on and on. 
The insurgents must have a deep-poclceted source 
funding them to be able to throw this much ammo 
downrange. This is no pell-mell ragtag group 
attacking the commandos. This is ISIS. 


DESPITE SOME $35BILLION IN 
SUPPORT, THE AFGHAN ARMY 
CAN’T DO MUCH TO STOP ISIS. 


Afghan National Army commandos, en route to raid an isurgent compaound, read an 
official memo from ISIS outlining sharia law for the region. 


When the regular Afghan National Army can’t 
finish a fight, needs to clear an area or is pinned 
down, it calls in the commandos, the nation’s best 
and perhaps final line of defense. Calls for the elite 
special-operations unit have come in faster and 
faster since late 2014, when the Taliban started 
to retake territory vacated by withdrawing U.S. 
troops and coalition partners. Nearly 90 percent 
of foreign forces have now left Afghanistan. Under 
Mullah Alchtar Mansour—a leader with a brutal 
reputation who was killed by a U.S. drone strike 
in Pakistan in late May—the Taliban scored a 
string of battlefield victories, moving from rural 
skirmishes to direct assaults on big cities, fueled 
by thousands of fighters. It now controls more of 
Afghanistan than at any point since 2001, when 
the United States invaded. About half the country 
is currently under Taliban control, and more is on 
the verge of falling. And now ISIS—or Daesh, as it’s 
known locally—has also moved in. 

Despite some $35 billion in training and 
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Afghan soldiers strap on their weapons during training and exercise drills at the comando “School of Excellenece,” also known as Camp 
COmmando on the outskirts of kabul. the 10 3 000-man force is spread thin and is often without prorper equipment. 


support from the U.S. and coalition partners, the 
Afghan army can’t seem to do much to stop them. 
Ravaged by desertions, internal squabbling, poor 
coordination between units and officers so corrupt 
they’ve been known to steal soldiers’ salaries and 
sell their equipment, the army races to respond 
to attacks instead of launching operations to root 
out the insurgents. Heavy fighting, combined 
with a lack of close air support and medical 
evacuations, has taken its toll: Around 5,000 
soldiers were killed in 2015—nearly 30 percent 
more than in 2014. 

The Afghan army has yet to hammer out a clear 
strategy to defeat ISIS and the Taliban; instead 
it relies on the special-operations troops to put 
out fires. The commandos wrestled back control 
of the northern city of Kunduz after the Taliban 
seized it. They’re on the front lines in the south 
in Helmand province, buttressing a feeble army 
struggling to fight off waves of insurgents. And 
now they’ve been sent northeast to Nangarhar to 
smoke out ISIS. 

But the commandos are spread increasingly 
thin. Their missions are supposed to last 72 
hours or less—hit a target and go home—but can 
actually stretch on for months. When they’re not 
babysitting an area for the army, the commandos 
are sometimes used to staff road checkpoints 
or bigwigs’ security details. “The misuse of 
commandos is endemic,” says a U.S. Green Beret 


master sergeant who trains the elite troops. “One 
platoon I know is being used as a politician’s 
personal protection force in Kabul.” 

After years of fighting and training alongside 
America’s legendary Green Berets, the commandos 
are now largely on their own. They became used 
to their sugar daddy calling the shots and giving 
them money, arms, air support and intelligence 
when things got tight. Not anymore. Now they 
must run the show and operate better than their 
U.S. advisors—or risk a Taliban takeover. 

But how long can an overworked force of 10,000 
men hold together a country of 32 million people? 

On a bracingly cool December morning in the 
mountains south of Kabul, 1,000 soldiers stand 
in formation on the hard-packed parade ground 
at the training base known as Camp Commando. 
They are the latest graduates of the special- 
operations program, decked out in woodland- 
green camouflage uniforms and distinctive 
maroon berets, gripping M-4 rifles squarely 
across their chests, eyes locked straight ahead. An 
improvised red carpet of tribal rugs stretches from 
the front gate, past a viewing platform wrapped 
in Afghanistan’s national colors of red, black and 
green, to rows of steel risers crammed with Green 
Berets, Afghan officials and the foreign contractors 
who run the camp. 

The Afghan national anthem sputters out of 


loudspeakers; the gate glides open, and in march 
five top leaders of the Afghan army, their heads 
turned sharply to the left, holding a firm salute as 
they pass the soldiers. 

Colonel Jabar Wafa, the school’s commander, 
who with his taut, sun-drenched skin and looming 
build looks like an Afghan stand-in for John 
Wayne, approaches the microphone. “My hero 
soldiers,” he says, his eyes panning the crowd, “you 
are the ones with the responsibility to protect this 
country. Wherever and whenever the ANA has a 
tough fight, they call on you, the commandos. We 
will put the insurgents on the run.” 

“Allahi1 Akbar!” the troops roar. “God is great!” 

The ceremony marks the graduation of the 
country’s biggest class of commandos since the 
school’s founding in 2007. Five times a year, new 
recruits arrive at this former Russian parachutist 
base to be trained to join a unit widely considered 
the best in the country. They are selected during 
basic training for their aptitude, strength and 
ethnicity. Overseen by Green Berets, they 
undergo a rigorous three-month class of advanced 
infantry skills. The students are chosen to reflect 
the country: Nearly half are Pashtun, about 25 
percent are Tajik, and the rest Uzbek, Hazara or 
Turkmen. 

Until this fall, classes were capped at 650 
students. But the uptick in casualties and fighting 
has pushed the Afghan Ministry of Defense to 
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rapidly expand the commando ranks. The pass 
rate, once 80 percent, has been bumped to 100 
percent. There’s talk of a sixth class this year. 

The commandos are supposed to be the best- 
supplied of any unit in the Afghan army, but the 
strain on the camp’s resources is evident. Barracks 
are crowded, with at least four men per room, 
and lines for the 16 toilets are long. Recruits are 
allotted only 800 bullets instead of the 5,000 
rounds they’re supposed to receive. None of their 
footwear or uniforms match because there aren’t 
enough to go around. Some wear tan or black 
boots; many wear sneakers secured with laces or 
Velcro. 

Still, the quality of the recruits has improved 
since the school’s early years, says Donnie Barber, 
an American contractor who has been training 
soldiers at the camp for the past nine years. In 
the early years, he says, most troops couldn’t read 
or write, and he had to teach them to count. Half 
the current recruits are now illiterate. The new 
command staff is making an effort to take better 
care of soldiers and has improved meals, installed 
a volleyball court and opened a recreation center. 

“These Afghans get it,” says Barber, wearing a 
baseball cap and sporting a tattoo on his left arm 
from his old unit, the 82nd Airborne. “When we 
leave, they’re going to be able to carry on.” 

In a country where most people identify with 
their tribes and not as Afghans, the outlook of 
some of the recruits is surprising. “I joined the 


army to serve my country,” Staff Sergeant Said 
Jallaludin, 22, a Turkmen from the northern city 
of Mazar-e-Sharif, tells me while cleaning his 
M-4 rifle. “I want peace not only in Mazar but in 
all of the country. If I go to Helmand, Kunduz, 
wherever, each place is my country.” 

ThereOs more than a patriotic incentive to enlist; 
thereOs also a financial one. In the wake of the 
U.S. and coalition troop pullout, Afghanistan's 
unemployment rate skyrocketed to 25 percent. 
Jallaludin was a laborer and part-time student 
with few prospects; he thought the army would 
give him a career, or at least decent pay. A newly 
minted commando makes $250 a monthOmore 
if he serves in especially dangerous areasOwhile a 
regular soldier receives $200. 

At the graduation ceremony, Jallaludin goose- 
steps forward to accept his graduation certificate, 
salutes the chief of the army and holds out his 
right hand. He then spins around and barks to the 
waiting platoons of commandos, “Afghanistan, I 
am ready to protect you.” 

Nangarhar is the latest region of Afghanistan to 
need the commandos’ protection. The province, 
home to the Tora Bora cave complex where Osama 
bin Laden hid early in the Iraq war, has long been 
a roiling stew of Taliban, A1 Qaeda, foreign fighters, 
drug traffickers—and now ISIS. The Pakistani army 
launched a campaign in 2014 to drive extremists 
out of its country’s lawless northern states. Those 




1. A 26-year-old Afghan commando lies on a 
make shift stretcher after being shot during 
a gunfight with ISIS insurgent. 2. Commandos 
take over in a mud-walled comapound near 
the Pakistan border while ISIS pins them 
down for nearly 16 hours 3. Overview of Camp 
Commando near Kabul. 


who weren’t killed fled to Nangarhar, recruited 
disgruntled Taliban and rebranded themselves 
as Islamic State-Khorasan, the local affiliate of 
ISIS. Numbering as many as 3,000, they began a 
campaign of beheadings and bombings, sending 
thousands of locals fleeing to the provincial capital 
of Jalalabad. 

The situation has so alarmed Washington that 
in January, U.S. forces ramped up air strikes in 
the country threefold. The Obama administration 
is considering slowing the scheduled drawdown 
of the remaining 9,800 U.S. troops. Lieutenant 
General John Nicholson, who took over as 
commander of U.S. forces in Afghanistan early this 
year, declared that eliminating the Islamic State 
and A1 Qaeda branches in Afghanistan is his “first 
and foremost” priority. 

Early last year, ISIS announced it would use 
Nangarhar as a launching pad for attacks and 
would advance into neighboring provinces. This 
angered the Taliban, and the two have been 
battling for supremacy since. For months the 
army, distracted by other problems, left them 
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alone to kill each other off—until Islamic State 
fighters started attacking and killing Afghan 
police officers. The furious provincial police chief 
demanded that the army intervene. 

Days later, the commandos get the call. They’re 
ordered to leave their base near Jalalabad and 
speed to Achin, a district in Nangarhar on the 
border with Pakistan that has long been home to 
a thriving Taliban-run drug trade and is now the 
site of near-daily clashes between ISIS and other 
extremists. Things had gotten so bad there that 
the deputy speaker of parliament who represents 
Nangarhar formed his own 200-man militia and 
led it into battle against ISIS. 

The commandos roll out around six p.m. in a 
convoy of 18 Humvees. A stop in central Achin to 
coordinate with the army, police and border patrol 
drags on till midnight. The Afghan National 
Army has tentative control over a V-shape tract 
of ground south of town that was 
under fire from the Islamic State. 

The army needs the commandos to 
take enough ground to fill in the V 
and push south; the army will follow 
behind and hold that ground. At 
least that’s the idea. 

Leading the commandos this 
night is a young captain who recently 
transferred from another battalion, 
or lcandak. It’s his first job in the 
region. His inexperience worries the 
commandos, but the rising number 
of missions has left no seasoned officers available. 
The rookie captain won’t even have a Green Beret 
advisor accompanying him as a backstop if he gets 
into trouble. After the U.S. shifted to a training 
and advisory role in late 2014, the Afghans were 
put in charge of the fight. U.S. Special Forces now 
rarely go on missions, unless things go sideways. 

The captain sets up his command post and 
heavy weapons on a small hill two miles north of 
where the commandos will be operating—usually 
a commander sets his post 500 yards behind his 
assault team so he can see what’s going on and 
support them. The commandos complain among 
themselves about his incompetence and seeming 
lack of courage, a damning slight in a country 
where a man is judged by his bravery. 

There isn’t much to be done except head out. The 
60 men of the two platoons slip on their hydration 
packs, adjust their radios and stride into the night. 
The darkness is so thick and complete it’s difficult 
to see. Figures that loom threateningly in the murk 


turn into benign trees on closer inspection. Hours 
later, the moon is bright enough to illuminate the 
walking men. 

With daybreak only a few hours away, the 
commandos maintain a brisk pace. The soldiers 
trek up and slide down stony mountains, 
sometimes jumping from outcropping to 
outcropping when the descent is too steep to 
walk. There are no trails, not even a goat track. 
Slip-sliding, the soldiers move down into a valley, 
finding two abandoned compounds the army has 
cleared. Exhausted, the commandos trudge inside, 
First Platoon to the far right compound, Third 
Platoon to the left. 

They pull off their M-4s, lean them against the 
walls and sit down heavily. Some slip off their 
helmets and rest them in their laps. “What’s next?” 
asks Ahmad (not his real name), an interpreter 
who works with the commandos and Green Berets. 
No one seems to know. 


A radio sputters. Ahmad perks up, then sits 
back and groans after hearing the orders. “Oh 
shit. Be ready to move. We’re heading back the 
way we came in five minutes,” he says. The other 
commandos look at one another. 

There isn’t much to do. An order is an order. 
The soldiers collect their weapons and helmets 
and get ready to leave. 

But the radio buzzes again. Ahmad listens 
intently. “Okay, we’re not doing that anymore,” he 
says to everyone. “We’re to wait for instructions.” 

The next hour and a half passes this way, 
commands ebbing and flowing like tides. The 
radio buzzes with an order to move, and a 
few minutes later another order reverses it. 
Frustration mounting, the men mutter to one 
another that something needs to be done. 

A few soldiers sip water. No one eats. They have 
little to no food. The army didn’t issue any, and 
the soldiers don’t want to pay for it. With large 
families to support on a salary of a few hundred 


dollars a month, it’s better to save as much as they 
can. 

By now it’s 3:30 in the morning and dinner is a 
faint memory. My photographer’s pack is stuffed 
with 10 pounds of granola bars, energy drinks and 
other snacks. She pours them on the dirt floor and 
gestures to the commandos to eat. They crowd 
around and snatch up the food. A few men close 
their eyes for a nap. The radio has gone quiet. 
Dawn is coming. Why aren’t the commandos, 
who have night-vision goggles and can operate at 
night when the insurgents can’t, moving? 

“I bet you anything the captain will tell us to 
move at daylight,” Ahmad says. “And if that 
happens, we’re going to be shot at.” 

The sun slowly rises, streaking the sky with 
oranges, purples and pinks. Sure enough, the radio 
buzzes. Time to move. The instructions are vague, 
the captain directing the commandos to take over 
nearby compounds. 

Ahmad curses. “This is a bad idea,” 
he mutters. “Hey, German, don’t you 
want to say something?” he asks the 
squad leader, nicknamed because of 
his light brown hair and pale skin. 
German shrugs. “We’re soldiers,” he 
says. “We follow orders.” 

The soldiers snake out across 
the valley floor, the black ISIS flag 
fluttering in the distance. That’s 
when the attack starts. 

Bullets chew at the dirt walls 
of the compound where First Platoon has taken 
shelter. Third Platoon has found another several 
hundred yards away. An RPG occasionally sails 
overhead, its distinctive whine piercing the air. 
The commandos take turns along the southern 
perimeter wall, jaclc-in-the-boxing up to fire 
their M-4 rifles whenever they feel a lull in the 
incoming fire. A machine gunner sets up in 
a protected spot along the wall, his weapon’s 
staccato thud-thud-thud puncturing the air. 

As the hours slide by, the shooting from the 
unseen enemy grows thicker, advancing now from 
the east and west. ISIS fighters are closing in. The 
commandos’ radio has gone quiet again; they 
cannot raise their captain. The men lean against 
the walls, cradling their rifles, looking at one 
another with wide eyes. “I can’t believe this,” says 
one. “What is this captain thinking?” 

“Mushkele! Mushkele! Problem! Problem!” 
someone shouts outside. The commandos race 
to the perimeter wall and see one of their own on 


THE SHOOTING 
DIES DOWN, ONLY 
TO ROAR BACK AS A 
COMANDO STANDS 
UP TO FIRE 
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Left: An Afghan fiighter fires his weapon at ISIS insurgents while on a mission in Achin district nangarhar province, Afghanistan. Right: Afghan Platoon Sergeant German, 
nicknamed thus because of his light hair and reveives news that one of his soldier has died after being shot in the side by an ISIS sniper 


his back, his buddies working to remove his body 
armor. A bullet came in through a softball-size 
hole in the wall, hitting his right side, close to the 
underarm. The wound is deep. 

They bandage the downed commando and 
haul a cot outside to use as a stretcher. Back 
to the radio to try to rouse help. “We need a 
medevac immediately,” the operator barks into 
the radio. The answer that crackles back churns 
their stomachs: “It’s a three-hour wait,” the voice 
says. “There are no helicopters available.” It’s a 
common, and lethal, issue for Afghan soldiers: 
Their tiny, overstretched air force is chronically 
short of pilots and helicopters for evacuating 
troops. 

The commandos manage to stop their 
comrade’s bleeding, but it’s a temporary fix. They 
know he won’t last three hours. They will have to 
carry him out themselves. 

Four commandos lift the wounded man onto 
one of the string cots and wait for a lull in the 
shooting. When it comes, they each grab a bed leg 
and rush across the adjoining field, heading for 
the relative shelter of a stand of trees. 

They make it 100 yards before one of the carriers 
is hit in the leg. The men drop to the ground while 
another commando in the compound lays down 
cover fire with a machine gun. The one who was 
hit fast-limps back to the house while the other 
three grab the badly wounded man and run for the 
trees. A volunteer sprints out to help them. I learn 


later that they carried their comrade two miles 
back to the overwatch site where the captain sat, 
but the man died in an ambulance en route to the 
hospital in Jalalabad. 

Back in the compound, the shooting gets closer 
and louder and closer and louder. A commando 
bursts in, shouting that ISIS fighters dressed in 
camouflage have sneaked into the neighboring 
compound, about 100 yards away, between this 
compound and Third Platoon’s. The commandos 
can’t shoot at them for fear of hitting Third 
Platoon. 

The captain has artillery, mortars and a 
.50-caliber anti-aircraft heavy machine gun—all 
useless because they’re too far away to help. Ahmad 
passes word by radio to one of the Green Berets 
he works with that the commandos are pinned 
down and need help. Eventually an Afghan attack 
helicopter arrives, circles for 10 minutes while 
randomly shooting and then departs. 

Morale plummets; the commandos feel 
abandoned. No cavalry is coming to their rescue 
because they are the cavalry. Fear coils tightly 
in their stomachs. No one wants to say what is 
apparent: ISIS is pounding their compound hard 
before an impending invasion. Men feel for the 
reassuring grip of their knives and think of hand- 
to-hand combat. 

Thalc-thale-1hale. Machine gun and AK-47 
fire seems to be pouring in from all directions. 
Two RPGs overshoot the compound and sail high 


overhead. The ISIS snipers looking down from 
a hill, however, are on target; their rounds slice 
into the room through windows and a hole in 
the wall. There is no sign of the Afghan National 
Army soldiers who are supposed to come to the 
commandos’ aid. Their only chance now is to stick 
it out until the sun goes down and their night- 
vision gear gives them the advantage. 

As day slips into night, the commandos in both 
platoons get the call they’ve been waiting for: 
Assault the nearby ISIS compound. They creep 
outside, fan out in all directions and storm the 
house, killing the handful of insurgents inside 
with wild bursts of gunfire. 

The commandos were eager to move on to 
assault the main ISIS forces on the hill, take out 
the snipers who’d been wreaking so much havoc 
and burn their flag, but their commander ordered 
them to retreat to the compound. Not wanting 
to incur casualties, he decided to do nothing and 
wait to be ordered back to base, Ahmad tells me 
later. 

New commandos arrived on foot a day or two 
later with supplies of food and water. There were 
still no helicopters available. The commandos 
spent 10 days holed up in the compound with the 
insurgents taking occasional potshots at them, 
until a general intervened and ordered them to 
retreat. 

The black flag still fluttered high over the 
valley. Q 
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Asian Beauty Sabrina “Sav” Andrada will stun you with 
her looks, then captivate you with her wit. 


O Hailing from Los Banos, Laguna, 18-year 

old, 5'4" bombshell, Sabrina Andrada is not 
your typical Playboy bunny. Juggling a BS 
degree in Agronomics from the University 
of the Philippines Los Banos and a budding 
modelling career, she dreams of furthering her academic 
pursuit of becoming a lead agricultural economist, a television 
commercial model and a newspaper journalist, one day. Just 
as playful as ambitious, her piercing gaze and infectious smile 
will get you addicted. Truly a straight-shooter who takes the 
bull by its horns, she is "a woman who does not need to be 
totally naked just to be considered sexy." She explains, "I 
want to be a sexy, modern yet glamorous Filipina— sweet, 
independent and classy." 

Beauty is beyond having a pronounced chest and 
glorious curves. Sav admits, "I think it's more than just about 
having big boobs. What makes a woman a lot sexier is for her 
to own a big heart and a brilliant mind. I always believe that 
there are more things than just being pretty and having a sexy 
figure." With a stunning personality, goddess-like body and 
undeniable wits, she is a babe that's got it all. 

Turned on by daring eyes and firm abs, she likes a man 
who is confident and knows what he wants, but above 
all, sweet and caring. A perfect date for her is simple yet 
intimate; "I enjoy simple things so my ideal romantic evening 
would not be the usual dinner date or watching movies. It 
would be just me and the guy laying down on meadows 


and watching the stars in the sky while talking about lots of 
things". 

Constantly on the go, she lives by the motto Carpe 
Diem. It comes as no surprise that she's a fearless go-getter, 
mentioning varied activities like baking, bungee jumping, and 
playing the violin as some of the things on her bucket list. 
Despite her dynamic approach to life, she devotes a good 
amount of her time to her loved ones. Her fondness for her 
two elder brothers and baby sister is admirable. 

Equally commendable is Sav's natural thirst for 
knowledge, you can find her buried behind books studying or 
reading when she's not in front of the camera. "Yes, it sounds 
boring but I think acquiring knowledge should be everyone's 
focus, especially for people at my age". To relax, she goes out 
to frolic in nature or lounge at home watching her favorite 
film, "Love, Rosie" and television show, "How to Get Away 
with Murder". 

When asked why she wants to be a playmate and 
what puts her apart from the rest, she answered "Playboy 
Philippines is a place where my qualifications can make a 
difference to others and to myself. I enjoy learning and look 
forward to becoming a better model." With a strict advocate 
for education, Sav talks about the importance of staying in 
school. She says, "I believe that every second is precious and 
something must be accomplished with it. The world is full of 
people who want to be extraordinary, but I just want to be 
ordinary, and that makes me extraordinary." □ 
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“I BELIEVE THAT 
EVERY SECOND 
IS PRECIOUS 
AND SOMETHING 
MUST BE 
ACCOMPLISHED 
WITH IT. “ 
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After facing off against J.K. Simmons in Whiplash, starring in the cursed Fantastic Four and 
weathering a snarky cover story, Miles Teller is back with War Dogs and no apologies 

by ALEX SCORDELIS PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOYCE KIM 


Ql: War Dogs is based on a true story about 
two Miami potheads who become arms 
dealers for the U.S. military. You grew up in 
Florida — 

TELLER: Not in Miami. Miami’s its 
own thing. I grew up on the Gulf of 
Mexico. Floating down rivers on air 
mattresses, bonfires in the woods, that 
sort of thing. 

Q2: In the movie, David and Efraim have a 
giant Scarface photo in their office. Playing 
a 20-something gunrunner who makes a 
fortune in Miami, did you worry you might 
be glorifying your character, creating another 
Tony Montana? 

TELLER: I don’t idolize Tony 
Montana. I can relate to the hustle 
but not to the craving for power and 
money. But you root for the bad guy. In 
War Dogs, I think Efraim is a guy who 
is making terrible choices. So is my 
character, David, but Efraim is more 
brazen about everything. They’re fun 
characters to watch. 

Q3: Your family moved around a lot before 
settling in Florida. How did you take to the 
Sunshine State? 


TELLER: I was born in Downingtown, 
Pennsylvania. We moved to Georgia 
when I was two and then to Delaware 
for a little bit. I lived in south Jersey 
from the ages of seven to 11—Cape 
May. I think Oprah is rumored to have 
a house there. Then we moved to Citrus 
County in Florida—the manatee capital 
of the world. When we first moved 
there I got a tour of the middle school, 
and this kid walked in with cowboy 
boots, Wranglers, a rebel-flag shirt 
and a cowboy hat. I was like, “Oh shit, 
they must be doing some kind of play.” 
Then I saw another kid wearing the 
same thing, and it hit me: That’s where 
I’m at right now. I took an agriculture 
class in the seventh grade where we had 
to clean pigs and pick up cow shit. It 
was a massive culture shock for me. But 
to this day, my best friends are from 
Citrus County. 

Q4: You were involved in theater in high 
school. Was your motivation to meet girls? 

TELLER: It wasn’t really to meet girls. 
I was the class clown, and I played 
baseball year-round. When I was a 


sophomore, my buddy who was a 
senior used to drive me home, and he 
said he was auditioning for a play. The 
drama teacher was pretty hot. She was 
28 years old. So that got me to audition, 
but entertaining wasn’t foreign to me. I 
knew I was good at telling jokes. I was 
a big smartass. When I was in school 
and the teacher said something and I 
had something funny to say, I couldn’t 
not say it. And my house was always 
controlled chaos. Everyone would be 
playing a musical instrument, and 
my oldest sister sang opera. My mom 
enjoyed the cacophony of creation. 
So I did that play. I remember doing 
something the first night and getting 
huge applause and laughs, and that was 
it. 

Q5: What was the play? 

TELLER: Footloose. I played the 
same role in the movie, which was 
pretty cool. 

Q6: You also played Mr. Fantastic in last 
year's Fantastic Four. What was your take on 
superhero movies going into it? 

TELLER: I wasn’t starving to be a 
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superhero. Although at the time—it 
was a couple of years ago—if you’re a 
young man in this business, a part of 
you is saying, “I need to get a Marvel 
project; I need to be a superhero,” 
because you see all these actors you 
respect being put in that world. I 
would not have wanted to be Spider- 
Man because I wouldn’t want the 
whole thing riding on my shoulders. 
I enjoyed the ensemble element of 
Fantastic Four. I wouldn’t wish what 
happened to us on another movie. It’s 
tough, because there are such high 
expectations. Comic books mean so 
much to a lot of people. 

Q7: Would you be interested in doing a 
sequel? 

TELLER: If we do, I hope it comes 
together in a way that satisfies people. 
You want to make the fans happy, but 
you can’t please everyone. In our case, 
we pleased very few. 

Q8: You're wearing a Philadelphia Eagles 
hat. From what I gather, you're a Lakers, 
Eagles and Phillies fan. If you could switch 
careers with any current athlete, who would 
it be? 

TELLER: Mike Trout. He’s a Jersey 
guy. I would switch places with Mike 
Trout, then I would demand a trade to 
the Phillies. Come back home, Mike. 
Q9: With War Dogs and the upcoming 
PTSD drama Thank You for Your Service, 
you've got two war movies under your belt. 
If you were curating a film festival of war 
movies, what would you show? 

TELLER: I’d make Thank You for 
Your Service the headliner. That 
movie focuses on the transition: We 
know how to send guys to war, but we 
don’t know how to bring them home 
yet. Abraham Lincoln used the term 
soldier's heart; he could tell that 
soldiers were coming back deeply 
affected by combat. I’d also show 
Saving Private Ryan, Black Hawk 
Down and Apocalypse Now. 

Q10: You're pretty well trained as an 
actor — 


TELLER: That’s exactly right: pretty 
well. Because I am a trained actor, but 
every time I start a movie I ask myself, 
Do I know how to do this? 

Qll: So what aspects of your training do you 
fall back on when that happens? 

TELLER: I’ll tell myself, Okay, after 
lunch I have to do a scene where I’m 
pissed off or whatever. Now, no one’s 
going to tell you how to be pissed. 
“Hey, Miles, you gotta be pissed in 10 
minutes!” You’ve got to force yourself 
to think of things that are going to piss 
you off, physicalizing it. Sometimes 
on set there are instances when you 
need to tap into an emotion but you 
can’t bring it up. So you end up doing 
something different, and that creates 
another moment that you didn’t plan. 
Q12: In your college days at New York 
University, what was a typical Saturday 
night out like in the Village? 

TELLER: I couldn’t tell you, because 
we didn’t go out. It would be me and 
my buddies smoking a lot of pot, 
playing video games, listening to 
music. I came from a small town, lived 
in the dorms. My closest friend was 
from Kollcata, just an awesome dude. 
A lot of NYU kids had trust funds or 
a lot of money. That wasn’t the case 
for me. My parents gave me money 
so I could eat, but I wasn’t loaded. We 
had two TVs in the dorm room. We 
just got high, played video games and 
listened to dope music. And we talked 
a lot. 

Q13: What kind of music and what video 
games? 

TELLER: My buddy Bird played a lot 
of Manu Chao, especially that song 
“Bongo Bong.” The first time I heard 
that, I said, “What is that immaculate 
sound?” And video games? A lot of 
Pro Evolution: Winning Eleven. 
But now, for transparency’s sake, I’m 
a FIFA guy. 

Q14: Do you keep a lot of musical 
instruments around the house? 

TELLER: I just scooped up a new drum 


set. I always have a drum set at my 
house. I started playing in bands when 
I was 15.1 just like playing with other 
people. I’m not like my Whiplash 
character, Andrew, where I’m trying 
to be the best at drumming. For me 
it’s not about the isolated journey of 
music; it’s collaborative. But I like to 
have options for people to play. I have 
a piano, a couple of guitars, amps. I just 
got a lap steel guitar. I figure if I keep 
it around the house, I’ll eventually 
learn how to play it. 

Q15: I thought you had a reputation as a 
guy who likes to party, but on Twitter you 
post photos of you and your girlfriend in 
which you seem pretty domesticated. Does 
the public have a warped perception of who 
you are? 

TELLER: It’s tough. You can’t get 
ahead of it. It started back in high 
school-I tried to do a serious scene 
in class, and I remember everybody 
laughing. They thought it was so 
funny, and it pissed me off that I’d 
lost my audience, that I was no longer 
steering them. It still frustrates me a 
little bit. You can read whatever or say 
whatever about me, but I care about 
doing interesting work. I’m not in this 
for fame. I don’t play the social media 
game. All I want to do is walk into a 
room with actors and collaborate. It 
also comes with the movies you’re 
making. I made 21 & Over and 
Project X in close proximity. Then 
when people see me at a party it’s like, 
“Miles is this bro.” It’s not that I’m not. 
People are complex human beings. I 
enjoy intelligent conversation. Most 
of the time, I’m just listening to the 
Dead, working on a role. But I also 
drink. I enjoy a bit of chaos too. 

Q16: When you're enjoying a bit of chaos, 
what are you doing? 

TELLER: It’s all about the group. I 
like hosting. If you have the right 
people and the right music, it’s all 
good. In New York, it’s a lot easier to 
go out to the bars. In Los Angeles, it’s 


AN ANONYMOUS PERSON CAN SAY 
MY FACE LOOK LIKE A FOOT OR I’M 
TED CRUZ’S DOPPELGANGER. THAT 

DOESN’T AFFECT ME. 
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more club-driven and VIP-driven. I 
don’t care about that. I’d much rather 
be sitting around a fire, just talking. 
Q17: Last year, you were the subject of 
an Esquire cover story that you have said 
misrepresents you. Since that experience, are 
you more guarded with the media? 

TELLER: In a way, yes. There are not 
that many checks and balances with 
print. In that case, or in any case, they 
can paint you however they want 
to paint you. For an actor, if they’re 
looking at your work, they’re seeing it 
two years after you did it. But I’ve got 


these movies coming out that totally 
contradict your image of me. You 
don’t even know what I’m working on 
now. 

Q18: Like, I don't know why you have blond 
hair right now. 

TELLER: I’m sitting here with blond 
hair now, readers! If somebody wants 
to do a hit piece, they’ll do a hit piece. 
In that case, the Esquire reporter 
had her mind made up long before I 
showed up. What’s frustrating is that 
she calls me an asshole, and then 
because it’s in a magazine, people 


say, “Oh, he must be.” But I’ve had 
however many years of being myself, 
and I know the kind of person I am. 
I will defend the person I am through 
my actions. People can make of it 
what they want. But I think about so 
many actors I look up to and wonder 
what people were saying about them 
at the age of 27 or 28. I’m sure it’s not 
all flattering stuff. Who knows? You 
could be writing a hit piece. She was 
being just as nice as you are. 

Q19: You said you're not a social media guy, 
but you are on Twitter and you occasionally 
“favorite" tweets by fans. Isn't it dangerous 
to read what anonymous people post about 
you? 

TELLER: An anonymous person, 
which is 99 percent of the people on 
Twitter, can say my face looks like a 
foot or I’m Ted Cruz’s doppelganger. 
That doesn’t affect me. There have 
been times, absolutely, when I’ll read 
negative stuff. Sometimes it’s by a 
critic or a journalist, and you can use 
that as fuel. With Twitter, I like it 
because I can put things in my own 
words. I can write something, and 
boom, it goes out to however many 
people. It’s important to have your 
own voice. But I don’t do Instagram. 
People are on their phones too 
much. I’ve been told that having an 
Instagram account will help me book 
more roles, get more endorsement 
deals. It makes you more of a brand. 
But I’m not interested. I want to build 
my fan base through movies and 
movies alone. 

Q20: What are the best words of advice 
you've received from a fellow actor? 

TELLER: I’ve never sought out 
a mentor, but I’ve learned a lot 
by working with great actors like 
Bryan Cranston, Nicole Kidman, J.K. 
Simmons, Aaron Eclchart. You see 
how they carry themselves. I’ve been 
doing this for almost seven years. It 
makes me marvel at where they’re 
at. To reach their level, I’ve got to do 
this for 20 more years and always do 
something different. That’s hard to do. 
Longevity is the goal. But for advice, 
one time an actor told me, “When 
you’re on your own, live your life. But 
don’t mess up in front of your peers.” 
This guy did not grow up surrounded 
by camera phones, obviously. But 
your reputation is everything. Don’t 
mess that up.O 
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DRAWN 

TOGETHER 

When freelancer artist Langley Fox shed her Hermingway last name, it signaled 
a rebith— and, as testament to her abilities, it hasn’t hurt her career. Fashion 
houses and art-poping magazines have commissioned her work, which “emulates 
the things around me,” she says. So it makes sense that when we asked her 
to run wild with photographer Kavan Gorna for an illustrated pictorial, Langley 
becomes inspired by their surroundings. “We went out with a loose plan on hot 
summer day among flowers, trees, lake, blue skies and lots of laughts. It was 
almost obvious that nature would become the thread,” says Langley. “Our biggest 
challage was dodging cars and climbing over fences to find secret place,” adds 
Kava. “And I can’t be too specific about where we shot, because we definitely 
didn’t have permission to be there.” 


By KAVA GORNA Model and Artist LANGLEY FOX 
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Technology Will Destroy Democracy Unless 

This Man Stops It 

Alex Halderman has hacked electronic voting machines, circumvented government censorship software 
and dismantled a $100 million NSA surveillance program. Thank God he’s one of the good guys 


“Let’s take a survey around the room,” says 
Jacob Appelbaum, a notorious haclctivist 
the National Security Agency is definitely 
monitoring, as we sit on the floor beneath a 
low-slung canopy illuminated by red strobe 
lighting. “Charles over here wrote basically 
every single base station for free cell-phone 
software in existence. Dorian is, well, just look at 
the mustache.” It’s a handlebar waxed at its ends 
into antennae. “That thing is a story in itself. He 
does a whole bunch of cryptic stuff in France. I 
just don’t even know what to say about him. I 
don’t want to get him in trouble.” He and Dorian 
both cackle. Appelbaum continues. “This guy 
works for Laura Poitras on leaking the Snowden 
documents. Her? She’s a lciclcboxer, and she can 
murder you. Write a nice article. She’s actually 
one of the world’s leading lawyers on digital 
privacy. Nadia over there is one of the most 
badass cryptographers ever. Everybody around 
the table might look counterculture, but they’re 
amazing people in their field in every way. 

“And then,” he says, finishing the next 
thought with a wordless, bemused nod toward 
Alex Halderman. At two a.m. in Hamburg, on the 
last night of one of the world’s biggest hacker 
conventions, when everyone else is doing shots 
of fancy European spirits, Halderman is sipping 


By STEVE FRIESS 

Illustration By KAI & SUNNY 

tea and sitting cross-legged but ramrod straight 
in khakis and an immaculately pressed navy 
button-down. “And then there’s Alex. He loves 
oxford shirts. That’s his only sin.” 

That probably depends on whom you ask. A 
couple of days earlier, Halderman and computer 
scientist Nadia Heninger stood on a stage before 
more than a thousand of Edward Snowden, Julian 
Assange and Chelsea Manning’s most ardent 
admirers at the Chaos Computer Club’s 32nd 
gathering to explain precisely how to defeat 
hacking capabilities that cost the NSA more than 
$100 million to develop. It is a groundbreaking 
lecture, occasionally as stultifyingly technical 
as you’d expect from computer scientists like 
Halderman, of the University of Michigan, and 
Heninger, of the University of Pennsylvania. 
But after a long discussion of algorithms 
and core years and safe prime numbers and 
something known as the Diffie-Hellman key 
exchange, Halderman sums up the method of 
stumping the NSA: “It’s not exactly free, but it’s 
inexpensive. It costs a little money, but at least a 
large government adversary has to spend a lot of 
time targeting you individually—at least a year, 
perhaps—and they can’t just have your stuff for 
free.” 

This, you might expect, makes Halderman 


largely unpopular within said “large government 
adversary.” And indeed, the NSA, were it willing 
to talk about him, which it is not, is unlikely to 
be enamored of Halderman and his mission to 
render useless the most costly and sophisticated 
spying technology ever deployed by the United 
States or any other snooper with a budget for 
nine-figure toys. That sort of thing is why 
Appelbaum, a California native who lives in 
self-imposed exile in the Netherlands, calls 
Halderman “one of the top computer security 
researchers in the world” and his work “super 
fucking important and really good.” (In May, 
Appelbaum resigned from the Tor Project amid 
accusations of sexual misconduct against several 
women at or associated with the digital-security 
organization. He denies the allegations.) 

But Halderman is not just a hero in this world 
of cyber-anarchists and online paranoiacs. 
His expertise transcends partisanship. 
Approximately three weeks after the Hamburg 
convention, Halderman is running an all-day 
meeting in his Ann Arbor conference room with 
key figures from academia, Silicon Valley and the 
U.S. State Department. Their mission is to decide 
how to use a $2 million grant—from the same 
“large government adversary” whose fanciest 
espionage toys he has just disemboweled—to 
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develop a device that by the end of the decade 
could end the ability of foreign governments, 
including China, to block its citizens from any 
part of the internet. The contraption, nicknamed 
TapDance and capable of what is referred to as 
“decoy routing,” is “the most promising of all 
the anti-censorship programs going on,” says 
Steve Schultze, a program officer working on the 
State Department’s mission to spread internet 
freedom. “It’s the best thing we have.” 

Halderman, for his part, doesn’t see why being 
a valued member of such discordant groups is 
surprising. He glides comfortably and almost 
annoyingly cheerfully between worlds, choosing 
to see the best intentions of everyone—even the 
NSA-in a culture otherwise marked by suspicion 
and distrust. “The world is a dangerous place, and 
there are people who really do 
want to do us harm if they have 
the opportunity,” Halderman 
tells me, reciting a message his 
late grandfather, a CIA spy, used 
to tell him in defense of invasive 
actions by the U.S. government 
that the likes of Appelbaum and 
Snowden find irredeemable. 

“While I think that perspective 
is true, I think it’s also true that 
the world is one in which living 
and making policy in perpetual 
fear of such potential harm also 
puts us all at risk. My goal is 
to use technology to make the 
world safer, more secure and 
more free.” 

It is, to him, as simple as 
that, but that clarity of purpose 
and good-natured earnestness 
are as rare as the frighteningly huge record of 
technological achievement Halderman, at 3 5, has 
already assembled. If all he ever did was figure out 
how to defeat NSA cyber-espionage and build a 
device to allow the most oppressed people on the 
planet to have open access to the internet, that 
might itself be a career. Yet Halderman’s output 
from his perch as a tenured professor includes 
findings that have stopped governments around 
the world from using voting machines that can 
easily be gamed, alerting Homeland Security 
that full-body scanners in common use at 
airports can be effortlessly duped, developing a 
now widely used method of querying every IP 
address in the world in minutes, stopping major 
media companies from installing illicit software 


on home computers, and persuading China to 
abandon its efforts to require that all computer 
users load a piece of surveillance software by 
demonstrating how vulnerable that made every 
PC in the country to hack attack. 

“It’s an extraordinary level of productivity 
for an academic in any field, which is not to 
say there aren’t some other brilliant, prolific, 
topically varied computer scientists out there,” 
says David Robinson, a dorm neighbor of 
Halderman’s at Princeton and now co-principal 
of a Washington, D.C.-based tech consultancy 
that advises a range of policy makers, including 
ones in the Obama administration. “This isn’t 
normal. But then again, he’s a major computer 
science talent who plays really well with others, 
and that isn’t normal either.” 


It helps that Halderman is a peculiarly elegant 
man. This thought had occurred to me before, 
particularly in Hamburg when he tied his shoes 
from a standing position without bending his 
knees. (Try it; it’s not easy.) It seems as effortless 
as his perfectly kept nails, the perpetual absence 
of even a hint of facial hair, his thin, Plastic 
Man-esque limbs with which he wraps himself 
in tight knots as though unable to control his 
balletic bearing, the simple wire-frame glasses, 
the puffy dishwater hair, the button-down shirts 
and khakis always impossibly wrinkle-free even 
after hours of sitting on grimy floors in haclcer- 
counterculture dens. 

When I ask Halderman about his very proper 
appearance and demeanor, he says, “Well, 


I’m a professor. I think I ought to play the 
part.” Except plenty of other professors from 
impressive universities are in Hamburg this 
week, and they’re wearing geelc-chic political 
T-shirts that show off their tattoos as they brag 
about their place on the no-fly list and how 
assiduously the NSA tracks their text messages. 
That Halderman believes he owes it to the world 
to look and act like the thing he actually is and 
loves being strikes me as brave and confident. 
And the fact that all these self-described ruffians 
love and admire him as he is lends them some 
credibility too. 

After analyzing his unusual physical traits 
and social status, I realize that Halderman is 
the embodiment of his vision for technology 
and the solutions he seeks: simple, respectful, 
friendly, kind, clean, orderly, 
uncluttered, helpful, honest. 

Early one steamy predawn 
morning in August 2010 
in Hyderabad, India, a 
heavyset, ruddy-faced security 
researcher named Hari Prasad 
was roused from his bed by a 
team of police officers, shoved 
into a car in front of his 
children and driven 14 hours 
to Mumbai. For the next week, 
Prasad was held without bail 
while refusing to reveal just 
how he had obtained one of 
the country’s electronic voting 
machines. He was allowed 
to use his cell phone during 
the cross-country ride—he 
theorizes the government 
hoped he would call his sources—which is how 
he spoke to Halderman. “Alex,” Prasad told the 
professor, who recorded the call and posted parts 
of it on YouTube, “I have been arrested.” 

A few months earlier, Halderman, Prasad 
and the Dutch haclctivist Rop Gonggrijp had 
used the electronic voting machine, or EVM, 
to show the world how easy it would be to 
steal an election by manipulating devices that 
Indian authorities had proclaimed variously 
as “perfect,” “fully secure,” “tamperproof’ and 
“infallible.” The EVMs had become a symbol 
of pride and modernity in the subcontinent; 
local headlines in 2009 trumpeted the fact that 
then U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton told 
a Filipino media outlet how “impressed” she 


In less than 48 
hours, Halderman 
and a team of grad 
students were 
able to alter votes. 

Nobody detected 
the atttacks. 
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Alex Haldei^han (third froiHleft) and a teearifof University of Michigan 
grad students who researcftplgrorithims in encrypted comrttihication 


was by what India was doing. Yet the Election 
Commission reportedly refused to release 
footage of a taped EVM security inspection 
that Prasad had conducted in September 2009. 
Instead, an inside source gave an EVM to Prasad 
just in time for Halderman and Gonggrijp’s visit 
to Hyderabad in February 2010, and by that 
April they had posted a six-minute YouTube 
video demonstrating how vote totals could 
be changed using Bluetooth, a custom-made 
machine attachment dubbed Clippy and a phone 
app mockingly called Fraudster. 

PrasadDs detainment became a cause celebre in 
the Indian media thanks largely to HaldermanOs 
hasty posting of both the news and audio clips 
of his conversations with Prasad on Freedom to 
Tinker, the blog he co-founded with his mentor, 
Princeton professor Ed Felten. Olt was a moment 
when I just knew immediately it was going to be 
up to me to do something,0 Halderman recalls. 
□I was sure if people knew what was going on, 
if we had transparency as to what police were 
doing, whatever political machinery was making 
trouble for him was doing, that was the best hope 
to get him out of this terrible predicament.O 

He was right. Prasad’s arrest drew more 
attention to the machines’ flaws than the 
publication of the research did—and turned 
public opinion by portraying Indian elections 
officials as suspiciously heavy-handed against, 
of all people, scientists. The judge who granted 
Prasad’s eventual bail wrote that “if the machine 
was possessed by the accused for demonstrating 
only that it could be tampered with, then the 
accused committed no offense. On the contrary, 
he has done a great service to the democracy.” 

Several months later, when Halderman and 
Gonggrijp returned to India to appear at an 
election-technology symposium, they were 
detained at the Delhi airport. Their passports 
sparked an angry, red-lettered warning: “Deny 
entry to India and notify originator.” This time, 
it was Prasad at the receiving end of the SOS call, 
but he now had contacts in the government who 
could help. He told Halderman to do everything 
he could to delay being put back on the plane. 

By dawn, Halderman was cleared to enter, 
but the Indian episodes shook, exhilarated 
and shaped him. The notion that a democratic 
government would persecute researchers for 
pointing out something so threatening to the 
basic premise of society was infuriating—and 
showed just how dangerous and important his 
work could be. “I was always confident before 


that as long as we were correct about the technical 
matters, we would ultimately be successful in 
producing positive change,” he says. “But this 
interplay of politics and research results in 
technology was a much more complicated game 
than either the technology or the politics alone. 
The stakes just kept getting higher and higher as 
we went along.” 

That is how I first became aware of Halderman: 
After Superstorm Sandy demolished the Eastern 
seaboard a few days before the 2012 general 
election, the state of New Jersey made the 
unprecedented decision to allow displaced 
residents to vote via e-mail. As a senior writer 
at Politico covering technology and politics, 
I thought this was batshit crazy. I’m no coder 
or hacker, and I even occasionally use an AOL 
address, but this idea seemed fraught with 
potential mischief. I expected the technology 
community to calm me down, to tell me it could 
work. Instead, the same whizzes who boasted 
that technology could accomplish anything 
were screaming to any journalist who would 
listen—and there were precious few that week— 
that not only was e-mail voting a terrible idea, 
but internet voting would probably never be 
possible. (It’s not clear whether the New Jersey 
election results were counted properly. Some 
local races that turned on a few votes could have 
been swayed, but no losers filed complaints 


or lawsuits. Unsurprisingly, Governor Chris 
Christie’s administration insists it was a good 
solution.) 

The leader of this alarmist contingent was 
Halderman. I presented him with the standard 
line I’d been hearing: If we can bank online, isn’t 
it inevitable that one day we’ll be able to vote 
that way too? “No, I don’t think it’s inevitable,” 
he replied. “I think we’re having an evolving 
conversation about that. On the one hand, 
people look at the progress of technology and see 
this as something that makes sense. It would be 
great to have. But on the other hand, we look at 
how close margins of elections are; we hear every 
week in the paper about some new cyberattack. I 
think there are countervailing forces. Whether 
security progresses in a way that makes online 
voting safe and private as well as convenient 
for people is an open question. What I think is 
inevitable is, if we do online voting on a large 
scale with the kind of technology we have today, 
there will be an attack that will disrupt a large- 
scale election. That might be inevitable.” 

Halderman got his first taste of the election- 
technology stakes domestically. As a graduate 
student at Princeton under FeltenOwho is now 
the White House deputy chief technology 
officerOHalderman began to focus on whether 
the most widely used electronic voting machines 
in America were vulnerable. After FloridaOs 
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2000 election debacle showed that the nationDs 
leadership could hang by tiny bits of paper 
known as chads, Congress approved more than 
$3 billion in assistance to help states modernize 
elections and voting practices. The result was 
the purchase of thousands of machines, most 
notably from a company called Diebold, that 
were deployed with no rigorous external security 
checks. FeltenOs team was eager to examine an 
actual machine, and one day in 2006 an insider 
offered to get them one. 

Halderman, then 25, was sent to pick up the 
contraband device, and in an alley behind a New 
York City hotel, a man in a trench coat slipped 
it to him. Halderman, Felten and another 
graduate student then spent weeks—in a room 
not on the blueprints of the building in which 
it was housed—attempting 
several hacks. In September 
2006, the team posted a 
YouTube video that showed 
how the machines could be 
hijacked. “We will now show 
how to steal votes in a simulated 
election,” Halderman narrates 
evenly before unspooling 
a mock election in which 
Benedict Arnold beats George 
Washington for the presidency 
despite the voters’ clear choice 
of the American Cincinnatus. 

Further demonstrating how 
akin to ordinary personal 
computers voting machines 
were, Halderman and a grad 
student later repurposed one 
made by a different company 
as a Pac-Man device. It is 
still available for play in the lobby of Felten’s 
Princeton building. 

Diebold blasted the 2006 study and insisted 
the Princeton trio had used technology that 
had since been upgraded. Yet by the following 
summer, after an intensive security review, 
California decertified its Diebold machines. As 
the then secretary of state explained, they were 
“too flawed to be widely used.” 

The apotheosis of the Halderman approach 
came in the fall of 2010 when Washington, 
D.C. was preparing to deploy the nation’s first 
internet voting system for municipal primaries. 
The city invited the public to try out the system 
in a mock election, which Halderman saw as “a 
fantastic opportunity to test out attacks in a live 


system but not an actual election.” In less than 
48 hours, he and a team of his University of 
Michigan grad students were able to alter votes. 
Nobody in the city government detected the 
attacks until trial voters complained about the 
weird music playing on the thanic you for voting 
page. The students had set the system to play the 
Michigan fight song. 

D.C. officials promptly canceled the online 
system and never returned to it, but Halderman’s 
office at UM has one delicious memento of that 
endeavor. In addition to infiltrating the voting 
system, his team was also able to hack into the 
security cameras observing the servers. Taped to 
one of Halderman’s bookcases is a screen shot 
showing a D.C. election worker, unaware he is 
being observed, picking his nose. 


Alex Halderman could easily have been a child 
prodigy, and the fact that he wasn’t may explain 
something important about his peripatetic 
interests. Like many geniuses, he was taking 
apart and reassembling household electronics- 
the toaster, the VCR, the computer—at a young 
age and showed an instinctive fascination with 
and aptitude for devices. His father, a corporate 
lawyer, and his mother, a housewife and avid 
birder, indulged these efforts at their home in 
bucolic Bucks County, Pennsylvania but never 
pushed him to move faster through school or 
to abbreviate his childhood as many parents of 
gifted kids do. Instead, they took Halderman and 
his younger sister, now a mixed-media artist, for 


hikes on a 50-acre expanse of meadow, streams 
and woods or on frequent excursions to New 
York, about 80 miles away, to see opera. 

Halderman emerged from his childhood 
with a broad range of interests not often seen 
in technologists. He regularly opens speaking 
engagements by showing portraits painted by his 
great-grandfather Malcsimilijan “Maxo” Vanlca, 
a prominent Croatian-born artist. Halderman 
never met Vanlca, whose oblong face and slender, 
aquiline nose can be seen in his own features, 
but Halderman traces his philosophy to Vanlca’s 
efforts to fight fascism, war and inequality 
through his work. “The one thing my great¬ 
grandfather was said to say all the time was to 
look, to look at the world, to look at what you see 
and think about it, and that’s what I try to do as 
well,” Halderman says. “This 
is at the core of computer 
security.” 

Halderman’s greatest 
influence was Felten, whose 
own varied interests showed 
Halderman and his classmates 
how broad their scientific 
inquiry could be. (Felten 
did not reply to several 
requests for an interview and 
told Halderman he wasn’t 
comfortable talking to the 
press given his role at the 
White House.) It wasn’t long 
after Halderman began under 
Felten’s aegis that he started 
to make trouble. In his first 
semester as a grad student, 
Halderman figured out how 
the latest coding on Sony 
BMG’s music CDs worked to prevent piracy, 
the first of his many moments of inspiration 
and massive publicity. In a paper he and Felten 
later published, Halderman explains that the 
discs, without the user’s permission, implanted 
a program that blocked the CD drive from 
communicating with the CD-burning software. 
This could be defeated by disabling Windows’ 
auto-run feature, and the easiest way to do that 
was to hold down the shift key while loading the 
CD. 

The result was heady stuff—the music industry 
felt betrayed by the security company, whose 
slogan, “light years beyond encryption,” was 
instantly comical. Halderman and Felten were 
threatened with lawsuits, and the internet lit 


“It’s not only that 
democracy can be 
circumvented but 
that technology, 
the thing he loves 
could turn out to 
be the agent.” 
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up with mockery that the music business had 
an antipiracy system so easy to defeat. After 
witnessing how his research generated tangible 
results in the real world, Halderman’s interests 
moved toward other questions he believed had 
human impact. The topics he chose are, he says, 
“the part of computer science that most bridges 
from technology to people. It’s all about the 
actions, the capabilities, the motivations, the 
intentions of people, whether it’s the users or 
the people who build systems. It’s mediated by 
technology, but it’s really more about the human 
beings who experience that technology.” 

David Robinson, who witnessed Halderman’s 
coming-of-age as a technologist, sees something 
more profound—a sense that it is the duty of 
ethical computer scientists to guard against 
technology’s darker potential. “The word that 
is at the center of Alex’s philosophy is power 
and how it’s shared,” Robinson says. “The idea 
of a voting system that allows someone to steal 
an election from the public—that’s a horrifying 
possibility. It’s not only that democracy can be 
circumvented but that technology, computers, the 
things he loves and works on, could turn out to be 
the agent for that kind of disaster.” 

One day in 2011, Halderman stood at the 
whiteboard in a UM lecture hall, fielding questions 
from freshman engineering students. Someone 
asked about an approach to circumventing 
censorship, and Halderman was in the process 
of explaining its flaws when an idea popped into 
his head. The class, he says, didn’t notice the few 
seconds that he stopped and stared, but at that 
moment the groundbreaking concept of decoy 
routing—which the State Department’s Schultze 
says could be a “generational jump forward” in 
efforts to defeat state-sponsored censorship- 
coalesced in his brain. 

It’s still to some extent just a concept, but no 
less than U.S. ambassador to the United Nations 
Samantha Power believes it is so revolutionary that 
she brought Halderman to New York to describe 
it at the Internet Freedom Technology Showcase 
held alongside the U.N. General Assembly last 
September. Simply put, Halderman’s team 
hopes to develop a small box that would attach 
to the world’s most heavily trafficked internet 
infrastructure, the backbone servers that virtually 
no web data can avoid passing through. Computer 
users would employ software able to detect when 
governments such as China attempt to block 
online requests, and the software would reroute 



the request through the decoy router so it would 
appear innocuous to government censors. To 
circumvent a decoy router, the censoring country 
would have to basically shut down most, if not all, 
of the internet—an untenable option that would 
severely damage the country’s economy. 

Although Halderman calls the instance of 
clarity that led him to this notion a “eureka 
moment,” it’s not quite as magical as it sounds. 
“It’s not something that happens in isolation,” he 
says. “But when it happens, when the pieces snap 
together, it’s not a systematic deduction. You set 
up for it and then- aha! When you’re working 
on hard problems, it’s not often that you get 
beautiful solutions.” 

Hours before Halderman and Heninger are 
to give their address on the NSA in Hamburg, I 
watch them prepare in the Airbnb they’ve rented 
for the week. They’ve been not just longtime 
colleagues but in an on-and-off relationship for 
years, and her cryptography skills were critical 
in answering one of the key questions to emerge 
from the Snowden documents: How had the NSA 
managed to break so much encryption that the 
cryptography world had believed to be virtually 
unbreakable? 

Other than the fact that they’re getting ready 
for a lecture, they behave the way young geeks 
in love do when they don’t see one another 
often—stretched out side-by-side on a couch with 
shoulders and legs touching, faces glowing from 
their respective laptops, occasionally draping an 
arm or a foot on the other casually. She’s a small, 
dead-serious woman with a crown of braids and 
an aversion to being watched by a journalist, and 
we never speak on the record for an interview 
about Halderman. 

She’s also a bit more hardcore and less sunny 
than Halderman, having been subpoenaed by 
a Virginia grand jury in 2011 to testify about 
thousands of diplomatic cables leaked by Chelsea 
Manning. While both clearly believe Snowden’s 
revelations about the U.S. government’s 
capabilities and reach are critically important and 
a net positive for the world, Heninger has been far 
more outspoken—a fact reflected in a particular 
debate they have while prepping for their talk. 

“We should emphasize that if the NSA can 
do this stuff, other people probably can too,” he 
mutters to her. “Not all of them are on our side.” 

“We’re currently in Germany,” she answers 
tartly, “so it’s unclear if the NSA is on the side of 
the people of Germany.” 


“That’s right,” he says. “But there’s no reason to 
rush to be overly judgmental.” 

“From the perspective of the people here, the 
NSA is an adversary,” she says. 

This effort to remain even-lceeled may be 
Halderman’s defining trait, the superpower that 
grants him access to so many diverse worlds. He 
tries to be respectful of the NSA—he has former 
students working there and has invited agents to 
address his classes—but, as Robinson says, “if you 
were able to interview people in Fort Meade, when 
you mention Alex’s name, this research is the 
primary thing they’re going to be thinking about. 
The evidence is pretty strong that they spent 
many, many, many millions of dollars building 
equipment and potentially specialized chips just 
to do this one thing that now, because Alex has 
pointed out this thing is possible, is just not going 
to work anymore, because people are not going to 
use that cipher. That will hurt at some level.” 

Halderman is nonplussed. The NSA should 
expect “natural opposition,” he says. “I would hope 
from their point of view this is a loss but not a 
threat. On the defensive side, that’s a gain, because 
it’s not necessarily just the U.S. intelligence 
agencies that can do this, and the U.S. intelligence 
agencies aren’t necessarily on your side if you’re, 
say, a European or any other non-American; then 
it’s not your government. In terms of the security 
of the internet and of humanity, we’re talking 
about a gain. I think it’s a tactical loss for the NSA, 
but it’s a long-term gain for our security of the 
internet.” 

Halderman’s reaction to another presentation 
in Hamburg, this time from his old friend Rop 
Gonggrijp, is illustrative. One graphic Gonggrijp 
displays indicates that in coming years the world 
will devolve from one that embraces “liberty, 
democracy and civilization” to one with none of 
those attributes. It’s a variation on a theme that 
not just Gonggrijp but many others present in 
various forms over the course of the week. 

As Appelbaum and others listen, Halderman 
offers his counterview: “I have some more 
inherent optimism. I just don’t get the sense that 
society is about to fall. Society doesn’t fall, because 
people solve the big problems and because people 
learn what it takes to fix them. So if the problem 
is surveillance, then, yeah, you need technological 
changes as well as legal and political changes to 
make sure that surveillance does not devolve into 
an Orwellian dystopia. But I don’t have quite as 
pessimistic a sense of the future of the world as 
these guys do.” 
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"I/Ve have some information about your wife," said a voice on the phone, and I was given an address. This was good 
news. I hadn't heard from her in days. UI ordered a car and because we're pinching pennies, I agreed to share the ride 
with another rider along the way. She rode in the front with the driver, and they talked about which flowers were in 
season, because she was a florist and headed to work. When she asked where I was headed, I told her I was on my 
way to find my wife, and she offered me a discount at her shop, if I was willing to stop. 


‘These will show her that you care,” she said, 
stripping the thorns from the marked-down 
bouquet. I’d had to let the car go, but it was easy 
enough to order another, and, in the spirit of 
our new penny-pinching arrangement, again I 
shared the ride. 

“You’re a decent man to share this ride,” said 
the other rider, shaking my hand while passing 
me a business card. She was a financial advisor, 
specializing in retirement plans for freelance 
workers, which both my wife and I are. 

When I explained how funny that was, that 
she was a financial advisor and I’d shared the 
ride in part because of our recent financial 
troubles and a half-cocked attempt at 
recovering from them while working to prevent 
them in the future, she seemed alarmed. 

“Nothing to do with finances should be half- 
cocked,” she said, and she offered to take a look 
at our books that afternoon, to help determine 
if our plans would yield positive results, or if we 
were only designing more trouble for ourselves. 
When I explained that I was on my way to find 
my wife at that very moment, she said, “Imagine 
how your wife will feel if you arrive with that 
beautiful bouquet and a roclc-solid plan for 
your financial future,” and it was hard to argue 
that she wouldn’t feel good. Money had always 
been a concern for my wife, she’d never felt 
entirely stable, and the thought of putting that 
lifelong worry of hers to bed once and for all 
was exciting enough to get me to let the second 
car go and follow the financial advisor up to her 
office, where we pored over the available data 
and came up with what sounded like a pretty 
good plan. We invested most of the savings, but 
the investments were diverse and, she assured 
me, would yield healthy profits over time, 
though surely they would dip and plateau as 
well, that was only natural for something so 
chaotic and strange, but generally tradeable, 
as financial systems. She provided a folder for 
the paperwork detailing all we’d done, and I 
ordered a third car, which met me right outside 
the building only a minute or two later. 

Confident in our financial future, and 
knowing that I was running a little bit later 


than I’d intended, I opted not to share the 
ride but to go straight to the address I’d been 
provided. The driver asked if we could take 
the highway, and I deferred to his expertise, 
believing this would be the fastest and clearest 
route, as well as the one that would provide 
grand vistas of the mountains and the bay, 
allowing me to reflect on the time I’d spent 
without my wife, my expectations for our 
reunion, and how difficult it can be to know 
what you want in life and actually get your 
hands around it. 

“You seem thoughtful,” said the driver, who 
had a calming presence, it was true, and an even 
more calming voice, so calming in fact that I 
opened up to him without even really realizing 
it, explaining how I’d been thinking about how 
difficult it can be to know what you want in life 
and actually get your hands around it, showing 
him the flowers, which were beginning to wilt, 
and the folder of paperwork, which I presented 
upside down, spilling a page or two, nothing 
all that important, while explaining how these 
little preparatory steps would make things 
easier, would help get things back on track, and 
would please my wife, whom I hadn’t heard 
from in a few days, and maybe even offer her a 
little bit of comfort. 

I tried to collect the pages from the floor of the 
car, but they were stuck, facedown, to something 
that had been spilled there, for which the driver 
apologized, explaining that it wasn’t technically 
his car, but his cousin’s. The driver worked as a 
counselor during the days and borrowed the 
car in the late afternoons from his cousin, who 
worked evenings at an adhesive factory and 
sometimes transported buckets of adhesive 
to and from work in the car before turning it 
over. I told the driver it was fine, that the pages 
weren’t really all that important anyway, and I 
apologized for having added to the mess in the 
backseat, at which point he sighed and shook 
his head and told me that if I was actually going 
to get my hands around what I wanted in life I 
would have to start standing up for myself as 
just a moment ago I’d been talking about how 
important those pages were to me, how they 


were going to help get things back on track 
and please my wife, whom I hadn’t heard from 
in several days, and would even provide her 
comfort, but suddenly I was willing to abandon 
those pages and even apologize to him, the man 
whose car the pages had been abandoned to, to 
boot. He told me that my eagerness to please was 
undermining the desired results, as he would 
have actually been much happier to see me grow 
upset over the loss of the pages, to blame him for 
the presence of the adhesive and the consequent 
damage to my presentation, my plan, my wife’s 
comfort level, because it would confirm his 
belief that I’d been honest with him about caring 
about those things, thereby bringing us closer, 
but what I had done instead was present a mask 
of kindness and acceptance, which required him 
to affirm my good behavior, to mirror what a 
capable and understanding man I was, what a 
decent human, thereby actually distancing us, 
making him feel that I was withholding my tme 
feelings, not being forthright, opting instead to 
take what could have been an honest exchange 
between two strangers on a track toward knowing 
one another a little better and smother it with 
my neediness, clouding the exchange with my 
own compulsive need to see how wonderful I was 
mirrored in anyone and everyone I encountered, 
which I masked as an attempt to please him, but 
was actually an attempt to please myself 

We’d arrived at the address, where I paid him 
and tipped handsomely, and he left me with 
his business card, should I need clarification 
on what we’d gone over, taped to an invoice for 
the session, totaling $1,000, which was a sizable 
bite from what was left of our checking account 
and would have to be gone over with the new 
financial advisor. 

The address was for a vacant lot with a 
telephone at its center, surrounded by a few 
men and women in suits, all of whose attention 
was on me. 

I approached them, greeted them, explained 
that I was sorry to bother them, but Fd received 
a call. “You have some information about my 
wife?’ I said. 

“Yes,” they said. “She was just here.” 
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BOARDS UP: THE 
2017 BLUE PALAWAN 
KITEBOARD OPEN 


A perfect storm is about to land in Puerto Princesa, Palawan 
on February 6 -16, 2017. Local and international lciteboarders 
are set to converge for the 2017 Blue Palawan Kiteboard Open, 
which promises to be a doozy. Claimed to be the grand occasion 
for water sports enthusiasts, the event is the first of its kind in 
Asia and it attracts some of the best lciteboarders from all across 
the globe. 

Puerto Princesa is considered to be the ideal location for the 
event. With its scenic shoreline, clear waters, and gigantic waves 
from October to February, surfers and walceboarders thought-out 
the place to be both tropical paradise and haven for boardsports; 
kiteboarding is certainly included. Not to mention the warm 
and friendly vibe that the province exhibits, it typically creates a 
wide appeal to its travelers. 

The 2017 Blue Palawan Kiteboard Open will feature a 
kiteboarding competition wherein some of the world’s top 
competitors will show their skills on full display, much to the 
delight of all attendees. Men and women will compete in their 
respective categories, with the winners taking home a handsome 
prize as well as the adulation of spectators. 

Notably, the event does not only feature kiteboarding; 
participants and guests can also immerse in the picturesque 
environment that Palawan is known for. They can join eco 
tours, cultural activities, and catch a glimpse of the region’s 
remarkable craftsmanship at the trade fair. Nestled in a vast 
lagoon, attendees can even take relaxing breaks from the 
festivities as they stroll around Blue Palawan and marvel at the 
gems that nature has to offer. 

During the wee hours, Blue Palawan will be hosting a slew 
of lounge parties where some of the country’s top DJs perform. 
Competitors get to trade their boards for cocktail glasses as they 
bump and grind with guests, friends, and charming strangers. 

So, this coming February, better mark your calendars and 
ready your boards. The 2017 Blue Palawan Kiteboard Open is 
fast coming up, and it’s raring to fill your veins with shots of 
adrenaline and a pinch of good vibes! (Paul Wenceslao) 
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PLAYMATE UPDATE 



Playmate Cris Raki with PMOY Billy and 
Ms. Chx Alcala and their friend. 


Playmate Amy Lee Summers 
with Mr. Allan Uy 


ENDING 
THE YEAR 
WITH A BANG! 


Among the perks of being a Playboy 
Playmate is the ability to style and 
profile at any of Metro Manila’s fanciest 
clubs at any given time. Recently, the 



Playmates decided to amp up the heat 
when they dropped by at Revel in Uptown 
Bonifacio. International Playmate Amy 
Lee Summers, former Playmate of the 
Year Billy Ann Abeleda, and the rest of 
the Playmates partied the night away 
over drinks, dancing, and good old- 
fashioned fun. It was a night party never 
to forget. Bring it on, 2017. Our ladies 
are raring to celebrate the new year with 



Mr. Cu together with Playmate Amy Lee Summers 
with her bf lain Clegg and PMOY Billy 
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LEADERS GONE HAYWIRE 
WANGGDGALLAGA 
OnPositivu Negatives 
H ACTIVISTS: 
The New Architects 
FICTION BY PAD ALEJANDRO 
RAMON TULFO 
As Men dI me Month 
THE INTERVIEW: 
SAMUEL L. JACKSON 
2DQ WITH T3 
PLAYMATE KKIZ HERNANDEZ 
TAMARA ECCLESTONE 


AD ABOU 


ft:AIIL n t:E FOR DINNER 
, CLUBLAND 2014 


BEYDND BLACK Tl 




NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2013 ISSUE 


To celebrate the holiday season in 2013, we decided to throw in a firebrand in the form of 
sultry actress Lian Paz. Like a phoenix, the former EB babe rose from the trappings of her past 
and came out bolder and more determined to succeed. She returned to the TV screen, finished 
a culinary course, dabbled in the corporate world, and became the very definition of a “hot 
momma.” She’s out to conquer the world. 













o n pVxft'pP 

th National Highway, Tiniguiban, Puerto Princesa City. pala 


Your Premiere Hotel 
Puerto Princesa Palawan 


ROOM RATES 


ROOM TYPE 

STANDARD 

SUPERIOR 

DELUXE 


LOCAL DISCOUNTED ROOM TYPE LOCAL DISCOUNTED 


Php 5,000.00 
5,500.00 

6,800.00 


2,500.00 Executive DELUXE ~7 ; 800;0Q 
2,750.00 Junior SUITE 9,800.00 

3,400.00 Executive SUITE 15,800.00 


3,900.00 

4,900.00 

7,500.00 


M ANILA OFFICE: 

WWySTAT€ W 

TOWER HOTEL 


#1315 A. Mabini Cor. Padre Faura St., Ermita, Manila, Philippines 
Tel. Nos. (632) 708.9624 & (632) 708.9600 


























LITE FLEX 

DESIGNED TO MAKE YOUR FEET MOVE FREELY. 


n facebook.com/worIdbalance @ worldbalanceph 


Available at all leading department stores and World Balance botiques nationwide. 


















